
Operating day
Leitir Mealláin

Bun an Charnáin

Carna (Post Office)

Kilkerrin (Opp Post Office)

Derryrush (Bridge Eastbound)

Gortmore (National School)

Screebe (Crossroads)

Muckinagh (Cross Rd Eastbound)

Lettermore (Opp Garda Station)

Bealadangan (Post Office)

Upr.Derryartha Cross (Eastbound)

Carraroe (Technical School)

Costello (R na G Crossroad)

Costello (Opp First Crossroad)

Rossaveal (Cross Easttbound)

Rossaveal (Opp Ferry Crossroad)

Tully Cross (Opp Costcutter)

Inverin (Opp SuperValu)

Spiddal (Spiddal House)

Furbo (Uduras na Gael)

Barna (Garys Cycles)

Upper Salthill Rd (Diving Board)

Upper Salthill Rd (Caesars Palace)

Salthill Rd Lwr (Opp Lios Ealtan)

Newcastle Rd (University Hospital)

Francis St (Opp Abbey Church)

Spanish Parade (Jurys Hotel)

Merchants Rd (Kinlay House)

Galway (Bus Station)

dep

arr

15:15

15:20

15:21

15:23

15:26

15:33

15:46

15:51

16:03

16:09

D 16:16

D 16:19

D 16:21

|

|

D 16:27

D 16:30

16:34

16:15

16:20

16:22

16:23

16:26

16:33

16:46

16:51

17:04

17:10

D 17:18

D 17:21

D 17:23

|

|

D 17:27

D 17:30

17:33

17:15

17:20

17:21

17:23

17:25

17:32

17:44

17:48

18:02

18:08

D 18:15

D 18:18

D 18:21

|

|

D 18:25

D 18:27

18:30

18:00

18:05

18:06

18:08

18:10

18:17

18:29

18:33

18:47

18:53

D 19:00

D 19:03

D 19:06

|

|

D 19:10

D 19:12

19:15

19:00

19:10

|

|

|

|

|

|

19:16

19:25

19:28

19:35

19:42

19:44

19:46

19:49

19:57

20:10

20:15

20:27

20:33

D 20:40

D 20:43

D 20:46

|

|

D 20:50

D 20:53

20:55

20:15

20:20

20:21

20:23

20:25

20:32

20:43

20:47

20:57

21:02

D 21:08

D 21:11

D 21:13

|

|

D 21:17

D 21:19

21:21

21:15

21:20

21:21

21:23

21:25

21:32

21:43

21:47

21:57

22:02

D 22:08

D 22:11

D 22:13

|

|

D 22:17

D 22:19

22:21

22:00

22:05

22:06

22:08

22:10

22:17

22:28

22:32

22:42

22:47

D 22:53

D 22:56

D 22:58

|

|

D 23:02

D 23:04

23:06

23:30

23:35

23:36

23:38

23:40

23:46

23:57

00:02

00:11

00:15

D 00:21

D 00:23

D 00:25

|

|

D 00:27

D 00:28

00:29

Saturday

D = Drop off only

* The TFI Live App allows you to access live real time departure and journey planning information across the Transport for Ireland (TFI) network

424 Lettermullen to Galway via Carraroe

Valid from 29.06.2025



Operating day
Leitir Mealláin

Bun an Charnáin

Carna (Post Office)

Kilkerrin (Opp Post Office)

Derryrush (Bridge Eastbound)

Gortmore (National School)

Screebe (Crossroads)

Muckinagh (Cross Rd Eastbound)

Lettermore (Opp Garda Station)

Bealadangan (Post Office)

Upr.Derryartha Cross (Eastbound)

Carraroe (Technical School)

Costello (R na G Crossroad)

Costello (Opp First Crossroad)

Rossaveal (Cross Easttbound)

Rossaveal (Opp Ferry Crossroad)

Tully Cross (Opp Costcutter)

Inverin (Opp SuperValu)

Spiddal (Spiddal House)

Furbo (Uduras na Gael)

Barna (Garys Cycles)

Upper Salthill Rd (Diving Board)

Upper Salthill Rd (Caesars Palace)

Salthill Rd Lwr (Opp Lios Ealtan)

Newcastle Rd (University Hospital)

Francis St (Opp Abbey Church)

Spanish Parade (Jurys Hotel)

Merchants Rd (Kinlay House)

Galway (Bus Station)

dep

arr

06:15

06:24

|

|

|

|

|

|

06:29

06:37

06:40

06:47

06:52

06:53

06:55

06:57

07:04

07:15

07:19

07:28

07:33

07:39

D 07:42

D 07:44

|

|

D 07:46

D 07:47

07:50

08:30

08:36

08:38

08:40

08:43

08:50

09:01

09:07

09:19

09:25

09:31

D 09:34

D 09:37

|

|

D 09:40

D 09:42

09:45

09:30

09:36

09:37

09:39

09:42

09:49

10:00

10:06

10:17

10:23

10:29

D 10:32

D 10:34

|

|

D 10:38

D 10:40

10:42

10:00

10:10

|

|

|

|

|

|

10:19

10:24

10:28

10:36

10:41

10:42

10:44

10:47

10:54

11:06

11:11

11:25

11:32

11:39

D 11:42

D 11:45

|

|

D 11:49

D 11:51

11:53

11:30

11:35

11:37

11:38

11:41

11:47

11:59

12:04

12:15

12:21

12:28

D 12:33

D 12:35

|

|

D 12:38

D 12:40

12:47

12:00

12:05

12:07

12:08

12:11

12:17

12:29

12:34

12:45

12:51

12:58

D 13:03

D 13:05

|

|

D 13:08

D 13:10

13:17

13:00

13:05

13:07

13:09

13:12

13:19

13:32

13:38

13:52

13:59

14:06

D 14:09

D 14:12

|

|

D 14:17

D 14:19

14:22

13:30

13:39

|

|

|

|

|

|

13:44

13:52

13:55

14:01

14:07

14:08

14:10

14:12

14:19

14:29

14:35

14:47

14:53

14:59

D 15:04

D 15:06

|

|

D 15:09

D 15:12

15:13

14:30

14:35

14:37

14:38

14:41

14:47

14:59

15:04

15:15

15:21

15:28

D 15:33

D 15:35

|

|

D 15:38

D 15:40

15:47

15:10

15:15

15:17

15:18

15:21

15:27

15:39

15:44

15:55

16:01

16:08

D 16:13

D 16:15

|

|

D 16:18

D 16:20

16:27

16:00

16:05

16:07

16:08

16:11

16:17

16:29

16:34

16:45

16:51

16:58

D 17:03

D 17:05

|

|

D 17:08

D 17:10

17:17

Sunday

D = Drop off only

* The TFI Live App allows you to access live real time departure and journey planning information across the Transport for Ireland (TFI) network

424 Lettermullen to Galway via Carraroe

Valid from 29.06.2025



Operating day
Leitir Mealláin

Bun an Charnáin

Carna (Post Office)

Kilkerrin (Opp Post Office)

Derryrush (Bridge Eastbound)

Gortmore (National School)

Screebe (Crossroads)

Muckinagh (Cross Rd Eastbound)

Lettermore (Opp Garda Station)

Bealadangan (Post Office)

Upr.Derryartha Cross (Eastbound)

Carraroe (Technical School)

Costello (R na G Crossroad)

Costello (Opp First Crossroad)

Rossaveal (Cross Easttbound)

Rossaveal (Opp Ferry Crossroad)

Tully Cross (Opp Costcutter)

Inverin (Opp SuperValu)

Spiddal (Spiddal House)

Furbo (Uduras na Gael)

Barna (Garys Cycles)

Upper Salthill Rd (Diving Board)

Upper Salthill Rd (Caesars Palace)

Salthill Rd Lwr (Opp Lios Ealtan)

Newcastle Rd (University Hospital)

Francis St (Opp Abbey Church)

Spanish Parade (Jurys Hotel)

Merchants Rd (Kinlay House)

Galway (Bus Station)

dep

arr

17:30

17:35

17:36

17:38

17:41

17:48

18:00

18:05

18:15

18:21

18:28

D 18:31

D 18:33

|

|

D 18:38

D 18:40

18:45

18:00

18:10

|

|

|

|

|

|

18:19

18:25

18:28

18:35

18:39

18:40

18:42

18:45

18:51

19:02

19:06

19:16

19:22

19:28

D 19:31

D 19:33

|

|

D 19:37

D 19:39

19:42

19:00

19:05

19:06

19:08

19:10

19:17

19:28

19:32

19:42

19:48

19:54

D 19:57

D 19:59

|

|

D 20:03

D 20:04

20:05

20:00

20:05

20:06

20:07

20:10

20:16

20:28

20:32

20:44

20:49

20:56

D 20:59

D 21:01

|

|

D 21:03

D 21:05

21:09

22:00

22:05

22:06

22:07

22:10

22:16

22:26

22:30

22:40

22:45

22:51

D 22:53

D 22:55

|

|

D 22:57

D 22:58

23:01

Sunday

D = Drop off only

* The TFI Live App allows you to access live real time departure and journey planning information across the Transport for Ireland (TFI) network

424 Lettermullen to Galway via Carraroe

Valid from 29.06.2025
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Brian McMahon

From: Theo McLoughlin <Theo.McLoughlin@galwaycity.ie>
Sent: Monday 25 November 2024 12:46
To: Brian McMahon; Colm O'Riordan; Active Travel
Cc: Patrick Tay; Niall Oshea; Sharon Connolly; Brendan Gallagher; James Russell
Subject: RE: Stage 1 Pre-Consultation Meeting - Galway Port

Brian,  
There is no update. At the time I advised that we would consider any proposal submitted in the context of the CDP 
standards and in the context of the overall application. I note that this concept 0.1 ratio is consistent with CDP 
standards which are maximums. 
It is of course a matter for your client to consider carefully the value and cost of doing the necessary design 
review. 
 
 
Is mise le Meas 
Theo 
 
Theo McLoughlin 
 
Innealtóir Feidhmiúcháin |  Executive Engineer 
An Rannóg Bóithre & Iompar (Cothabháil) | Roads & Transport (Maintenance) 
Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe | Galway City Council  
Halla na Cathrach, Bóthar an Choláiste | City Hall, College Road   
Gaillimh | Galway,  
H91 X4K8 
 
087-9529974 
091-894315 
 

From: Brian McMahon <brian.mcmahon@nrb.ie>  
Sent: Monday 25 November 2024 10:28 
To: Theo McLoughlin <Theo.McLoughlin@galwaycity.ie>; Colm O'Riordan <Colm.ORiordan@galwaycity.ie>; Active 
Travel <activetravel@galwaycity.ie> 
Cc: Patrick Tay <ptay@altuarchitects.ie>; Niall Oshea <Niall.Oshea@turntown.com>; Sharon Connolly 
<Sharon.Connolly@galwaycity.ie>; Brendan Gallagher <Brendan.Gallagher@galwaycity.ie> 
Subject: RE: Stage 1 Pre-Consultation Meeting - Galway Port 
 
Hi Theo, 
 
Thanks for the call on the 15th November. Just checking if there was any update regarding the GCC car parking 
ratio opinion.  
 
Regards, 
  
Brian  
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Brian McMahon

From: Brian McMahon
Sent: Monday 30 June 2025 17:29
To: Jarlath Moloney
Cc: Barry Heverin; Frank Clancy; Kevin Neary; Jonathan Whelan; Patrick McCormack; Eoin 

Reynolds
Subject: RE: Galway Harbour - LDA Proposals 

Hi Jarlath,  
 
Just to confirm our discussion today: you advised that there are currently no formal Galway City Council (GCC) 
proposals or drawings for Lough Atalia Road in the vicinity of our site. You also noted that while there are 
preliminary discussions regarding a future route, our proposed Toucan Crossing will not impact or prevent GCC 
from advancing their own Active Travel proposals in due course. 
 
Regards, 
  
Brian McMahon 
 
Please Note, the NRB office will be shut for 2 weeks from close of business on Friday 18th July until start of 
business Tuesday 5th August 2025.  Emails and phone calls will not be monitored, reviewed or responded to 
during this time. We will get back to any queries in due course upon our return. 
  
NRB ConsulƟng Engineers Ltd 
5th Floor 
40 Mespil Road 
Dublin 4 
D04 C2N4 
  
Tel: +353 1 292 1941 
Mobile: 087 760 4876 
E-mail: brian.mcmahon@nrb.ie 
Web:   www.nrb.ie 
  
Please consider the environment before prinƟng this e-mail. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
This email, its content and any files transmiƩed with it are intended solely for the addressee(s) and are confidenƟal. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby expressly forbidden to copy, disseminate, distribute or in any other 
way use this communicaƟon. If you have received this communicaƟon in error please email us at info@nrb.ie and delete 
and destroy this email and any aƩachments (and copies thereof) from your system immediately. 
 
The author does not accept responsibility for changes made to this email aŌer it was sent. No warranty is given that this 
correspondence is free from virus. In keeping with good computer pracƟce you should ensure that this correspondence 
is actually virus free. We do not accept liability for any damage or loss that may occur from soŌware viruses. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

From: Jarlath Moloney <Jarlath.Moloney@galwaycity.ie>  
Sent: Friday 13 June 2025 10:15 
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To: Brian McMahon <brian.mcmahon@nrb.ie> 
Cc: Barry Heverin <Barry.Heverin@galwaycity.ie>; Frank Clancy <Frank.Clancy@galwaycity.ie>; Kevin Neary 
<kevin.neary@galwaycity.ie>; Jonathan Whelan <Jonathan.Whelan@galwaycity.ie>; Patrick McCormack 
<Patrick.McCormack@galwaycity.ie> 
Subject: RE: Galway Harbour - LDA Proposals  
 
Hi Brian 
 
I acknowledge receipt of your email. I have referred your email to my colleagues here in Active travel department 
for examination and we will revert to you in the near future with a response. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Jarlath Moloney 
An Roinn Iompar/ Transport Dept 
Comhairle Cathrach na Gaillimhe/Galway City Council 
Halla na Cathrach/City Hall 
Bóthar an Choláiste/College Road 
Gaillimh/Galway 
 
Tel:-      091 536400 
Email:- jarlath.moloney@galwaycity.ie 
 
Web:-   www.galwaycity.ie 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Brian McMahon <brian.mcmahon@nrb.ie>  
Sent: 11 June 2025 10:41 
To: Jarlath Moloney <Jarlath.Moloney@galwaycity.ie> 
Cc: Theo McLoughlin <Theo.McLoughlin@galwaycity.ie>; Eoin Reynolds <eoin.reynolds@nrb.ie> 
Subject: Galway Harbour - LDA Proposals  
 
Hi Jarlath,  
 
We were appointed to address the TraƯic/Transportation issues associated with a mixed-use development 
proposed by the Land Development Agency (LDA) for a Residential Development on lands at Lough Atalia Road, 
Galway Port, Galway City. The scheme includes 356 Apartment units. The scheme is located here - 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/n1RQYEQV6zegdoHG9 
 
I’ve copied Theo McLoughlin into this email, as I’ve spoken to Theo previously about this scheme.  
 
While we are not leading on the design (the road layout is currently being developed), it is currently proposed to 
provide a Toucan Crossing on Lough Atalia Road with improvements to the access road (to the west of the existing 
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petrol station), as shown on the attached drawing. Therefore, our proposals could integrate with a future cycle 
route on Lough Atalia Road, without hindering its development by GCC. 
 
Could you please advise if there any plans to upgrade the pedestrian or cycle infrastructure on the Lough 
Atalia Road which would link to our site / the wider Galway Harbour Masterplan, and which may have 
implications for our proposals?  
 
Please note that the LDA in partnership with GHC have launched a joint consultation and stakeholder engagement 
process for the planned redevelopment of Galway Inner Harbour and Phase 1 - Amharc Atalia. www.galway-
harbour.com 
 
I’m happy to discuss the project if you wish to give me a call. Thanks.  
 
Regards, 
  
Brian McMahon 
 
NRB ConsulƟng Engineers Ltd 
5th Floor 
40 Mespil Road 
Dublin 4 
D04 C2N4 
  
Tel: +353 1 292 1941 
Mobile: 087 760 4876 
E-mail: brian.mcmahon@nrb.ie 
Web:   www.nrb.ie 
  
Please consider the environment before prinƟng this e-mail. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
This email, its content and any files transmiƩed with it are intended solely for the addressee(s) and are confidenƟal. If 
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby expressly forbidden to copy, disseminate, distribute or in any other 
way use this communicaƟon. If you have received this communicaƟon in error please email us at info@nrb.ie and delete 
and destroy this email and any aƩachments (and copies thereof) from your system immediately. 
 
The author does not accept responsibility for changes made to this email aŌer it was sent. No warranty is given that this 
correspondence is free from virus. In keeping with good computer pracƟce you should ensure that this correspondence 
is actually virus free. We do not accept liability for any damage or loss that may occur from soŌware viruses. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

This Preliminary Construction Traffic Management Plan includes a description of the 

proposed construction works and how the traffic will be managed for the duration of the 

demolition and construction works on site. The methodology set out in this report, follows 

the methodology as will be set out in the Site Specific Construction Stage Management 

Plan which will be prepared and submitted when a Contractor is appointed for the works. 

 

When the contractor is appointed to undertake all site clearance, they will prepare a 

detailed method statement having regard to their own operating procedures, the agreed 

construction programme, site conditions, and any relevant planning conditions that GCC 

may apply in the event of a grant of planning permission.   

 

In addition to the Contractors Construction Stage Management Plan, any works on the 

public road (e.g. for services connections) will require an application for a Road Opening 

Licence and will be submitted by the contractor to the Local Authority. Any such application 

will include a full detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan prepared in accordance 

with Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Manual for pre-approval by the Local Authority.  This 

CTMP Report should be considered Preliminary in these terms. 

 

It should be noted that the issues covered within this document are preliminary in nature 

and may be amended or added to by the appointed contractor for the works. 

 

2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The proposed development principally consists of: the demolition of the existing office / 

bus depot building (370.2m2) and ancillary building (26m2); the partial demolition of the 

existing ESB sub-station (67.4 2); the demolition of existing boundary walls at the south-

west and north-west; and the construction of a LRD development.  

 

The proposed LRD development primarily comprises: 356 No. residential apartments (172 

No. 1-bed, 169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed); crèche (255.9m2); 2 No. café/restaurant units 

(totalling 428.4 m2) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 m2). The development has a total floor area 

of 32,096.0 m2 and is primarily proposed in 4 No. blocks (identified as A–D) that generally 

range in height from 6 No. to 13 No. storeys. 
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The proposed development also includes: new internal street and pedestrian network, 

including a one-way vehicular route at the north-western side of the site and new junctions 

with Dock Road at the south-west and with the access road from Lough Atalia at the north-

west; upgrades to Lough Atalia Road and the access road from it at the north-west of the 

site, including the provision of a new toucan pedestrian/cycle crossing at Lough Atalia 

Road; upgrades to the footpath and road interface with Dock Road to the south-west. 

 

3.0 CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME & PHASING 

The Proposed Development will be executed in three distinct phases to facilitate a staged 

completion and occupation. The proposed sequence of construction outlined below is 

subject to confirmation once the building contract has been awarded and on completion of 

the Detailed Construction Management Plan, for agreement with GCC.  

 

The duration of the demolition phase is anticipated to span approximately 3 months, and 

the overall construction phase is anticipated to span approximately 27 months, starting 

with Blocks A and B, followed by Blocks C and D.  

 

Demolition Phase (Approximately 3 months): 

• Demolition of the existing office / bus depot building (370.2m2) and ancillary 

building (26.0m2); 

• Partial demolition of the existing ESB sub-station and ancillary building (67.4m2); 

and 

• Demolition of existing boundary walls at the south-west and north-west of the site. 

 

Construction Phase 1 (Approximately 15 months): 

• Construction of Blocks A and B (186 no. units); 

• Road works along Dock Road; 

• New internal street and parking court; 

• Upgrade of road adjacent to petrol filling station; 

• Installation of toucan crossing and associated footpath; and 

• Landscaping around public square, courtyard and Lough Atalia Walk. 

 

Construction Phase 2 (Approximately 12 months): 

• Construction of Blocks C and D (170 no. residential units); and 

• Completion of landscaping, including the remainder of Lough Atalia Walk. 
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It is anticipated that the proposed development will be constructed in phases with a 30 

month construction duration. 

 

The proposed phasing plan can be seen in Figure 3.1 below. 

 

 

Figure 3.1 – Proposed Phasing 

 

4.0 SERVICE DIVERSIONS & DEMOLITION 

The application site involves a site of 1.621 Ha in Galway Port at Dock Road and Lough 

Atalia Road, Galway City. The proposed development consists of the demolition of the 

existing office / bus depot building (370.2m2) and ancillary building (26.0m2); the partial 

demolition of the existing ESB sub-station and ancillary building (67.4m2); the demolition 

of existing boundary walls at the south-west and north-west; and the construction of a 

mixed-use development.  

 

A ground penetrating radar survey will be carried out to establish the location of any 

potential services.  Any existing piped or cabled underground services will be verified on 

site and will be made safe within the boundary of the site.   

 

There is some demolition and removal of existing site contents and landscaping, and this 

work will be carried out in accordance with a programme and construction-stage 

Health/Safety Plan to be prepared by the successful demolition contractor. 
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5.0 SITE ESTABLISHMENT 

The site fronts directly onto an access road located approximately 50 m from Lough Atalia 

Road, which is a wide single carriageway 2-way road. Construction access to the site will 

be from Lough Atalia Road. 

 

The first activity to be carried out at the site will be the establishment of site facilities and 

security. It is anticipated that site establishment works will take approximately four weeks. 

The site office and welfare facilities will be confirmed in advance of the commencement of 

site works and agreed with Galway City Council. Figure 3.1 shows the proposed locations 

of the site compound and staff parking. 

 

All of the sub-contractors as well as the main contractor and project managers will occupy 

offices within the construction compounds. The site parking for all staff, contractors and 

visitors will also be located in this area. 

 

The above image shows the proposed site compounds located to the north of the site, 

close to Lough Atalia Road, which allows easy delivery of construction materials.  

 

6.0 PERIMETER HOARDING 

Perimeter hoarding will be provided around the entire site to provide a barrier against 

unauthorised access from public areas. All areas of construction will be fenced / hoarded 

off to prevent unauthorized access. This fencing shall remain closed at all times during 

construction works and closed and locked after construction work hours / break times. 

 

This fencing shall be erected in accordance with good practice and the Construction 

Regulations 2013. Fencing arrangements shall be reviewed as the life of the project 

progresses. 

 

Access/Egress to site for site operatives and visitors shall be via biometric gates. Site 

security fencing/ Hoarding up to a height of 2.4m will be erected in line with the 

Construction Regulations 2013 that will clearly separate the work site from the surrounding 

public. It is not envisaged that the fencing will impinge upon the safe passage of 

pedestrians during the construction phase.  
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7.0 HOURS OF OPERATION 

The site and building works required to implement the development shall only be carried 

out between the hours of: 

 

• Mondays to Fridays - 7.00am to 7.00pm 

• Saturday - 9.00 a.m. to 1.00pm 

• Sundays and Public Holidays - No activity on site. 

 

Deviation from these times will only be allowed in exceptional circumstances where prior 

written approval has been received from GCC. Such approval may be given subject to 

conditions pertaining to the particular circumstances being set by GCC.  

 

The construction shift times, will ensure that any construction traffic will have an 

insignificant impact upon the traditional peak commuter traffic periods as it is envisaged 

that most construction workers will be at work before 8am in the morning and will leave 

after 6pm. 

 

8.0 CONTROL OF NOISE AND DUST 

The main contractor will obtain the necessary construction noise limits from any associated 

contract documentation, and will adhere to any limitations imposed by way of normally 

applied planning condition.  However, the noise from any demolition operations will be 

minimised.  Noise levels will comply with BS5228-1; 2009 Code of Practice for Noise & 

vibration Control on Construction and Open Sites: Vibration; Environmental Protection 

Agency Act 1992 Sections 106-108, any specific Local Authority requirements and Safety, 

Health & Welfare at Work (Control of Noise at Work) Regulations 2006 SI 371 (2006). 

 

With specific reference to fears that may arise in terms of rock breaking and associated 

noise, if rock were to be encountered, the rock can be broken out using what’s called 

“chemical fracturing”. This is a process by which holes are drilled in the rock and chemicals 

inserted which expand and fracture the rock.  There is virtually no noise or vibration from 

the process apart from drilling the rock itself which is not a significant noise nuisance. 

 

The main contractor will ensure that any dust caused by the construction activities will be 

kept to a minimum as required in accordance with normal and best practice for construction 

in urban areas.  Dust generated from construction operations will be controlled by water 

spray where required.  In order to control the dust on site, the Main Contractor will be 

required to ensure the following conditions are adhered to:  

 

• Dust suppression equipment shall be used on drilling and cutting machines, 
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• All loaded vehicles will be adequately covered before entering/leaving the site, 

• Use of off-site fabrication to minimise dust generation on site. 

 

Furthermore, in order to protect the surrounding area from dust deposition, mitigation 

measures are proposed and included in the accompanying CEMP (DNV, 2025): 

 

9.0 COMMUNICATON 

The main contractor will engage with adjoining sites to keep them informed of proposals 

for site establishment & compound, start dates, timing for vehicular movements associated 

with the works and an outline programme. Contact details for a senior member of the Site 

Management will be provided to allow any queries or issues to be promptly addressed in 

a proactive manner. 

 

10.0 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT PLAN/CONSTRUCTION TRAFFIC 

 

Site Access 

Traffic management will be undertaken for the site works in accordance with the principles 

outlined below and shall comply at all times with the requirements of: 

• Department of Transport Traffic Signs Manual 2010 – Chapter 8 Temporary Traffic 

Measures and Signs for Roadworks  

• Department of Transport Guidance for the Control and Management of Traffic at 

Road Works (2010)  

• Any additional requirements detailed in Design Manual for Urban Roads & Streets 

(DMURS)  

 

All construction materials (incoming and outgoing) will arrive and depart to/from Lough 

Atalia Road. During and demolition / site clearance, and for the duration of construction, 

all traffic will enter and leave via the Lough Atalia Road. Advanced warning signs will be 

placed at sufficient distances to taper off the entry and exit points. Pedestrian marshals 

will be used as and when required 

 

Any long duration parking of delivery vehicles will not be permitted on the ajoining roads 

and in this regard, it is proposed that all deliveries and removals from the site will be off 

peak, managed and marshalled to minimise the risk of conflicting with other traffic 

movements on the local streets.  

 

Unfettered and unobstructed access will be maintained at all times to neighbouring 

properties adjacent the site, and no vehicle will be left unattended, meaning that they will 

be moved immediately upon request. 
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Access to the site will be controlled and a person in a high-visibility jacket will be 

designated to assist construction vehicles to enter/exit the site at busy times to avoid 

conflict between pedestrian movements, main road traffic on Lough Atalia Road, and 

construction activities.   

 

Approved traffic mitigation measures requested by GCC will be submitted with the updated 

CEMP, prior to the commencement of works. 

 

Construction Traffic Routing 

The proposed construction vehicle routes for the site will require a traffic management plan 

to be agreed upon with GCC and TII prior to site workings beginning. Two-way traffic will 

be maintained throughout the project.  

 

All construction traffic will be required to use the primary roads in the vicinity of the site. 

 

The route for any HGVs will depend on the location from where concrete & other materials 

will be sourced and the end destination for surplus demolition and excavation materials 

not reused on site.  The locations of selected concrete batching plants and suitable waste 

recovery/waste disposal facilities have yet to be determined and will be identified when the 

contractor is appointed and when more detail on the material to be handled becomes 

available.   

 

Although none are envisaged at this stage, the routes for any oversized construction 

vehicles required will be agreed with the Local Authority before commencement of works 

on site. 

 

Construction Parking 

Staff will be encouraged to walk, cycle and use public transport. All of the sub-contractors 

as well as the main contractor and project managers will occupy offices within the 

construction compounds. The site parking for all staff, contractors and visitors will also be 

located in this area. 

 

Vehicle Movement During Construction 

Excavated/demolished material will be removed off-site for recovery at an authorised 

facility in accordance with the waste hierarchy and relevant waste legislation.  

Transportation of the material will be by licensed hauliers. It is expected that there will be 

minimal and unnoticeable impact on the local roads.   
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11.0 MITIGATION MEASURES 

Construction vehicle movements would be minimised through: 

 

• Consolidation of delivery loads to/from the site and managing larger deliveries to 

occur outside peak periods, 

• Use of precast/prefabricated materials where possible, 

• Adequate storage space on site will be provided as set out above, 

• A 'just in time' approach to deliveries to avoid potential conflicts and unnecessary 

storage & handling. 

 

The Contractor will adhere to best practice mobility management measures for the site 

staff to encourage access to the site by means other than the private car.  This will be 

considered by the Contractor prior to works commencing on site. 

  

On-Site Accommodation 

On site accommodation will consist of:  

• Staff welfare facilities 

• Adequate materials drop-off and storage area  

• The site offices will have integrated welfare facilities including toilet and kitchen 

facilities for staff. 

 

12.0 PUBLIC ROAD MAINTENANCE 

The following measures will be implemented as required to ensure that surroundings are 

kept clean and tidy:  

• It is proposed that a pre and post commencement condition survey and 

photographic record of the roads and footpaths will be undertaken in consultation 

between the appointed Contractor and Local Authority, 

• A regular programme of site tidying will be established to ensure a safe and orderly 

site, 

• Scaffolding will have debris netting attached to prevent materials and equipment 

being scattered by the wind, 

• Food waste will be strictly controlled on all parts of the site, 

• Any spillages on roads & footpaths outside the site will be cleaned regularly and 

not be allowed to accumulate, 

• Wheel-checking and wheel-cleaning facilities will be provided for vehicles exiting 

the site, 
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• In the unlikely event of any solid waste being deposited on the public roads or road 

gullies any such waste will be removed and disposed of immediately.  

• In the event of unintentional damage to road markings or road signage, these will 

be remediated to the satisfaction of the Local Authority.  

• 'Site Entrance Ahead' Signage will be provided on the approaches to the site. 

  

Any works on the public road will require an application for a Road Opening Licence 

submitted by the contractor to the Local Authority which will include a full detailed Traffic 

Management Plan prepared in accordance with Chapter 8 of the Traffic Signs Manual for 

approval by the Local Authority.  
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Plate 14.3: View across proposed site, facing east Note 2-storey office-type building 

 

 
Plate 14.4: View towards proposed site from bridge on New Docks Road, facing north-northwest, 
showing Forthill Cemetery, the Harbour Hotel and Bonham Quay in background 



 
Plate 14.5: View from bridge on New Docks Road, facing north, showing existing rock armour and 
rendered boundary wall along southeast edge of subject site, with Forthill Cemetery, the Galmont 
Hotel & Spa and railway viaduct in background 

 

 
Plate 14.6: View northeast from bridge on New Docks Road, showing existing rock armour and 
concrete boundary wall along southeast edge of subject site, with railway viaduct in background 

 



 
Plate 14.7: View towards Forthill Cemetery, facing west from subject site entrance on Lough Atalia 
Road, with the Harbour Hotel on the left and the Bonham Quay development behind Forthill 
Cemetery on the right 

 

 
Plate 14.8: View towards Forthill Cemetery, facing west from Lough Atalia Road showing entrance 
gate and remains of mortuary chapel 



 
Plate 14.9: A photograph from ‘The Gailliv: An illustrated history of the ancient City of Galway’ 
(Travers 1901). The image shows the entrance gate and mortuary chapel of Forthill Cemetery, 
along with an access path that would alter be subsumed into Lough Atalia Road 

 

 
Plate 14.10: View southwest across Galway Docks (Protected Structure) from carpark on Dock 
Road towards Dock Road ACA and Long Walk ACA (behind modern buildings) 

 



 
Plate 14.11: View southeast across Galway Docks (Protected Structure) from Dock Road, close to 
Dock Road ACA towards the subject site (located behind the Harbour Hotel and Cé na Mara 
Apartments). The Harbour Hotel and Cé na Mara Apartments are built on the location of the grain 
store shown on the 25-inch OS map. The large boat on the right is set at the former location of 
Dún Aengus Dock, which was merged with the Commercial Dock in the 1960s 
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Appendix 14-2 Previous Excavations  
 
The following are summaries of archaeological investigations/excavations undertaken within the 

environs of the Proposed Development site. These summaries are taken from the Database of Irish 

Excavation Reports (available at: https://excavations.ie/). 

 

Location Licence No. 

and Author 

Details 

Hyne's Car 

Park, 

Merchant's 

Road/ Dock 

Road, Galway 

98E0018 

Dominic 

Delany 

Archaeological test excavation was undertaken in January 1998 

at the request of Galway Corporation. The site comprises an 

open carpark area measuring c. 57m north-west/south-east x 

67m. It lies south-east of the walled town in an area that must 

have formed part of the tidal flood-plain in the medieval period. 

The 1651 Pictorial Map of Galway depicts enclosed garden plots 

in this area. 

Six test-trenches, averaging 50m north-west/south-east, were 

excavated. The modern rubble landfill was 1.7m deep and 

overlay a dark grey/ brown, clayey silt, with infrequent inclusions 

of pebbles, cobbles, organic matter, shell, bone and flecks of 

charcoal and mortar. Two sherds of post-medieval pottery were 

recovered from the upper level of this deposit in Trench 3. The 

deposit was 0.4m thick and overlay the natural ground, which 

varied from a grey, coarse sand and gravel to a light brown, 

sticky boulder clay. Occasional large migmatite boulders and 

outcrops of bedrock were also encountered. 

A wall was encountered 7.5m from the north-west boundary wall 

in Trenches 1 and 2. It extended north-east/south-west and ran 

parallel to the north-west boundary wall. The wall is 0.8m thick 

and is built of roughly coursed limestone masonry. It rests on a 

foundation plinth of large limestone boulders, which overlies the 

natural boulder clay. 

A substantial stone-lined drain (north-north-west/south-south- 

east) was encountered in Trench 6. The drain is faced with 

large, roughly worked limestone boulders and angular cobbles 

and is capped and floored with large limestone flags. The wall 

and stone-lined drain appear to date to the period following 

extensive land reclamation in this area in the early 19th century. 

No archaeological deposits or features were encountered. 

Victoria Place, 

Galway 

98E0087 

Christine 

Grant 

The site at Victoria Place was monitored during excavation of 

foundation trenches for an extension to an existing premises. A 

cobbled yard was uncovered beneath the tarmac at the site. 

Associated with this cobbled surface were the foundation levels 

of walls forming a small outbuilding. The material associated 

with these features was all modern. The cobbled surface was 

https://excavations.ie/


Location Licence No. 

and Author 

Details 

  removed, but only a very small portion of the wall foundations 

was disturbed. 

The Fairgreen, 

Galway 

99E0745 

Anne 

Connolly 

Three trial-trenches were excavated to natural by a mechanical 

digger. Nothing of archaeological significance was discovered. 

The Fairgreen, 

Galway 

99E0745 

Martin 

Fitzpatrick 

This project involved the monitoring of ground disturbance 

associated with a large commercial, residential, retail and car- 

parking development at the Fairgreen in Galway city. The site 

lies just outside and to the east of the zone of archaeological 

potential as identified in the Urban Archaeological Survey of 

County Galway. Pre-development testing had been undertaken 

at the site by Anne Connolly in 1999, with no finds or deposits of 

archaeological interest being uncovered (Excavations 1999, No. 

292). 

No artefacts or features of archaeological significance were 

found during monitoring of ground disturbance. The stratigraphy 

uncovered was similar to that revealed during the pre- 

development testing. Much of the area developed had been 

disturbed previously by the construction of an abattoir, which 

was demolished prior to the commencement of this 

development. Foundation piles associated with the abattoir were 

found throughout the site. The development involved the 

removal of ground material for a depth of 8–10m, with natural 

being reached at a depth of 2–2.5m. 

The Fairgreen, 

Galway 

00E0747 

Martin 

Fitzpatrick 

Monitoring of ground disturbance took place at the site of a 

proposed development at the Fairgreen, Galway. This involves 

the extensive redevelopment of the site, with the construction of 

a commercial, residential, retail and carparking development 

carried out over five separate levels (two basement levels and 

three storeys above ground). Pre-development testing was 

carried out here by Anne Connolly (Excavations 1999, 99, 

99E0745). This report, while finding nothing of archaeological 

significance, recommended that all site works should be 

monitored. 

Monitoring revealed no artefacts or features of archaeological 

significance. The southern end of the site was occupied by the 

foundations of an abattoir, which had been demolished prior to 

development. Large concrete piles that had been utilised in the 

foundations were uncovered, extending for a depth of 4–5m. 

Elsewhere on site the stratigraphy consisted of a concrete or 

stone surface overlying an organic, brown, silty clay with 

occasional shells. This layer extended for a maximum depth of 

1m and overlay a sterile, red clay, which overlay boulder clay. 



Location Licence No. 

and Author 

Details 

Rinmore, The 

Docks, Galway 

01E0148 

Fiona 

Rooney 

This project is concerned with the proposed development of the 

harbour area, and more specifically the development of a new 

pier in the area of the former isolation hospital. In 1996 an 

assessment and pre-development testing of the area revealed 

traces of a possible midden site. In the archaeologist’s report it 

was recommended that the area be manually excavated to 

record the location and extent of the possible midden feature. 

During February 2001 three trenches were manually excavated 

in the area to the east of the former isolation hospital. The 

stratigraphy mainly consisted of redeposited soils and debris 

overlying bedrock. It also contained a well-compacted, 

redeposited subsoil, which was dark brown/black in colour, with 

occasional shell inclusions. No artefacts or features of 

archaeological significance were encountered. The development 

of a new pier will not affect any archaeological deposits. 

Dock 

Road/Merchants 

Road, Galway 

01E0346 

Martin 

Fitzpatrick 

Pre-development testing was undertaken in compliance with a 

condition in the planning permission. The project involved the 

demolition of a fertiliser plant, warehousing and associated 

offices, and the construction of a mixed development comprising 

office and residential, with associated parking. A photographic 

and drawing record of the façade of the building was undertaken 

in addition to pre-development testing. 

Eight trenches were mechanically excavated in the area of the 

development. The stratigraphy revealed showed no evidence of 

features/deposits of archaeological significance. The layers 

present suggested that the area had been disturbed previously, 

as was evident from the modern debris recovered. It appears 

that the area had been filled with rubble prior to the construction 

of the warehouse. In Warehouse A it was apparent that the level 

of the floor had been raised since the construction of the 

warehouse, and the building had been altered with the addition 

of a brick wall on top of the original stone structure. The floor 

levels were probably raised because of the risk of flooding. 

Galway Docks, 

Galway 

01E0791 

Martin 

Fitzpatrick 

This project involved the monitoring of dredging at a number of 

areas in Galway Harbour, at the request of the Galway Harbour 

Commission, after recommendations were made by Dúchas. 

Both the docks and navigational channel had been dredged 

previously in 1992. 

Monitoring was undertaken at five locations: the commercial 

dock, the area of the north quay, and three areas along the 

navigational channel. An underwater team was on standby in the 

event of any deposits, artefacts or features being uncovered. In 

the area of the docks the target depth of dredging was 3.5– 

3.8m, while in the channel the depth dredged was 3.4m. The 
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  vast majority of the material dredged consisted of silt, which had 

the appearance of sludge when deposited on the vessel. The 

dumping of spoil material was also undertaken while an 

archaeologist was on board the vessel. 

The monitoring of dredging operations found no 

artefacts/features of archaeological significance. 

Queen Street, 

Merchant's 

Road and Dock 

Road, Galway 

02E1302 

Tom Rogers 

Monitoring ahead of the construction of drains and services was 

carried out at McDonagh’s building, Queen Street and 

Merchants’ Road, Galway, during May and June 2003. The 

proposed development entails the demolition of existing 

warehouse buildings and the subsequent construction of 

apartments and offices. The development is within the zone of 

archaeological potential for Galway city. Excavations for the 

service trenches were carried out to a maximum depth of 0.4m. 

The trenches were excavated along Merchants’ Road, beside 

the footpath, along the west side of Queen Street and along 

Dock Road. The stratigraphy was uniform throughout, consisting 

of tarmacadam and hardcore overlying road-fill material and 

gravels. Nothing of archaeological significance was recorded. 

Merchants 

Road/Queen 

Street/Market 

Bonham Street, 

Galway 

02E1302 

ext. 

Elizabeth 

Connolly 

Test excavations were carried out in August and September 

2002 on the site of a proposed development that involved the 

demolition of the McDonagh’s Hardware building at the corner of 

Market Bonham Street, as well as the warehousing to the rear, 

and the construction of an apartment building with basement 

carpark facilities behind the protected structure of McDonagh’s 

Hardware on Merchants Road. The protected structure will be 

retained for retail purposes. 

Ten trial-trenches were excavated. Three were not fully 

excavated because of the presence of a reinforced concrete 

basement, the extent of which had not been fully realised. The 

basement appeared to have occupied a large area of the south- 

west of the site, close to the loading bays that fronted onto 

Queen Street. Any archaeological deposits that may have 

existed in this area would have been destroyed by this structure. 

The stratigraphy throughout the remainder of the site appeared 

to be uniform. Beneath one or two layers of concrete were 

several layers of builder’s rubble mixed with clay or sand, up to 

0.8m deep. In most of the site these overlay a shallow layer of 

broken purple slates (50mm deep) that sealed a surface 

composed of small, rounded sea pebbles set into a greenish 

mortar. Some sherds of blackware were found directly overlying 

this layer. To the north-east of the site an area of cobbling was 

revealed at the same depth as the rougher surface. It appeared 

to be associated with a possible drain or culvert constructed of 
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  roughly hewn limestone slabs. The area to the west-south-west 

of the site, close to the protected structure, was extremely 

disturbed by services. 

Four engineering trial-pits were excavated along the southern 

wall of the protected structure to determine the nature of the wall 

footing. The stratigraphy encountered was the same as in the 

rest of the site. 

As test excavations took place within the walls of the 

warehousing to the rear of the extant protected structure, it was 

recommended that these be demolished, the demolition of the 

19th-century elements be monitored and all further ground 

reduction to archaeological levels throughout the site be 

recorded. Monitoring of the underpinning of the walls of the 

protected structure was carried out in December 2002. The 

19th-century walls to be demolished were recorded, and their 

demolition was monitored. Works continued on-site into 2003. 

Merchants 

Road/Queen 

Street/Market 

Bonham Street, 

Galway 

02E1302 

ext. 

Elizabeth 

Connolly 

Monitoring of a proposed development, which involved the 

demolition of the modern section of McDonagh’s hardware 

building at the corner of Market Bonham Street as well as of the 

warehousing to the rear, was carried out between November 

2002 and January 2003. This will facilitate the construction of an 

apartment building with basement parking facilities behind the 

protected structure of McDonagh’s hardware shop. Trial- 

trenching carried out at the site in August 2002 revealed some 

features of archaeological interest, including a rough metalled 

surface, a more refined cobbled surface and a slabconstructed 

feature, possibly a culvert (Excavations 2002, No. 735). 

Monitoring of overburden removal in the area of these features 

was carried out and the features recorded. They were found to 

be of probable 19th-century date, consistent with the 

construction of the warehouse in the mid-19th century, when the 

New Docks were developed. The area of archaeological interest 

occupied roughly the north-eastern half of the ground floor of the 

proposed development. The south-western part of the ground 

floor had been disturbed by modern building activity, the area 

being occupied by basement and services. The removal of these 

features was monitored and nothing further of archaeological 

significance was recorded. 

Galway 

Harbour, 

Galway 

05D019, 

05R013 

Julianna 

O’Donoghue 

In August 2005 an underwater archaeological impact 

assessment (AIA) was undertaken relating to a proposal to 

construct Phase 2 of the Galway Harbour Enterprise Park. The 

AIA included a dive survey, which was based on the results of a 

geophysical survey undertaken by Aquafact in June 2005. The 

seabed varied from a very soft silt to sand. Small stones were 
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  noted in places. No evidence of archaeological stratification, 

deposits or objects was recorded. However, given the nature of 

the marine sediment, there is a strong potential for 

archaeological material to lie undiscovered buried in the 

sediment. Monitoring of all piling and dredging operations was 

recommended. 

Ceannt Station, 

Galway 

07E0416 

Maurice F. 

Hurley 

Testing was undertaken as part of an EIS on a site of 5.97ha 

(14.75 acres) at Ceannt Station, Galway city. The site lies 

largely within the zone of archaeological potential for Galway 

(GA094–100) but outside the medieval and post-medieval 

walled city. There is no known archaeological monument within 

the boundary of the site, but the site of St Augustine’s Fort (a 

17th-century artillery bastion) is located on a low hill adjoining 

the south-west boundary of the site; this area is now occupied 

by a graveyard (Forthill cemetery). 

Specific proposals for the redevelopment of the site were not 

available at the time of testing (May 2007). The site remains a 

functioning bus and railway station; consequently only limited 

areas were available for testing. 

As a matter of safety and convenience for the ongoing use of the 

station, it was decided to excavate eight test-pits and eight 

boreholes in conjunction with engineering testing of the site. Live 

services had to be located by an open trench before each 

borehole could be placed. As a result, there were a total of 

sixteen cuttings; however, the cuttings for the boreholes only 

removed the modern surface and did not penetrate deeper. 

The published reports on archaeological testing in the vicinity 

indicate that only a low density of post-medieval features occur 

in the area. Some of the published references referring to ‘post- 

medieval’ clearly refer to modern, i.e. mostly ad 1700–1900, 

when cross-referenced with the finds (Fitzpatrick et al. 2004). 

In order to present the results of the testing in a coherent 

manner the site was divided into three. 

Area A has been extensively scarped; i.e. the pre-existing ridge 

was levelled by at least 1m and possibly by as much as 3m in 

places. Beneath the modern tarmac/concrete/hardcore, etc., the 

underlying soil was natural boulder clay. There is unlikely to be 

any surviving material of archaeological significance in this area. 

The limits of this scarped ridge are estimated based on the 

historic maps and the results of the trial bores and test-pits. 

There is obviously an intermediate area on the sloping sides of 

the ridge by Borehole 9, where c. 1m of fill has been 

redeposited, probably to level up the sides of the slope. 
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  In Area B as much as 5m of fill overlay the old ground levels at 

the north of the site (Borehole 5) where the railway terminus 

stands. The amount of introduced fill over the old soil horizon is 

less at the south (Test-pit 16, Trial-trench 2), where c. 1m of 

introduced fill covers the old ground. If material of archaeological 

importance is present, it lies at depths of 1–5m below the 

modern surface. 

Area C was largely undisturbed by modern building and stands 

c. 2m higher than the railway yard (compound and train tracks). 

Here Borehole 4 indicates that c. 2.8m of redeposited clay 

overlies the buried soil horizon. The origin of this clay and the 

period of deposition have not been established. It is possible 

that the material was deposited when the railway terminus and 

lines were under construction in 1850 or it may be part of the 

late 17th-century defensive clay banks (redan) built as part of 

the Jacobite defences of Galway in 1689–90. The division 

between Areas A, B and C roughly correspond to the line of the 

‘military pass’. 

It was concluded that the likely impact of the restoration and 

refurbishment of existing buildings on the archaeological 

resource of the site would be negligible. The construction of new 

buildings, especially with basements, will remove existing 

ground levels. Impacts will vary from area to area within the site. 

Where no archaeological material is present (i.e. over most of 

Area A), impact will be negligible, as little or no archaeological 

material survives in the soil due to the levelling of the ridge in 

1850. Buried archaeological material may occur deep within the 

ground over part of the site (Area B). This material lies between 

1m and 5m below the modern surface. The undeveloped area of 

the site (Area C) is likely to contain some material of 

archaeological significance, possibly earthworks of late 17th- 

century date. 

Reference 

Fitzpatrick, E., O’Brien, M. and Walsh, P. (eds) 2004 

Archaeological investigations in Galway city, 1987–1998. 

Lough Atalia 

Bridge, Galway 

15E0140 

Julianna 

O'Donoghue 

The excavation works in Galway associated with the lowering of 

Lough Atalia Road at Lough Atalia Bridge, which is a Recorded 

Protected Structure (Reg. No. 30315004), were carried out 

under archaeological supervision. The reduction in ground level 

resulted in the permanent exposure of three further courses of 

stonework along the underbridge. A 19th/early 20th-century 

deposit was recorded at the north-western approach to the 

bridge and a minor shell deposit was identified on the southern 

approach to the bridge. The 19th/early 20th-century deposit 
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  comprised of grey to black charcoal-rich silt with frequent 

inclusions of pottery, glass, clay pipe and animal bone. Among 

the sherds of 19th-century pottery was a sherd of ironware with 

a date range of 1870s to 1898. It is not possible to determine if 

the shells represent archaeological midden material. Given its 

location beside the shoreline of Lough Atalia/Galway Harbour 

and the absence of charcoal or any other associated cultural 

material it is likely that the deposit is natural. 

Dock Street, 

Queen Street 

and Bóthar na 

Long, Galway 

18E0628 

Richard 

Crumlish 

Monitoring of site investigation works in advance of a proposed 

development at the junction of Dock Road, Queen Street and 

Bóthar na Long, at the Docks in Galway City, was carried out 

over five days between 22 October and 1 November 2018. The 

monitoring was a condition of planning granted by An Bord 

Pleanála. The proposed development consisted of a mixed-use 

office development provided in four blocks over a single 

basement level. The monitoring was necessary as the proposed 

development site was partly located within the constraint for 

Galway (GA094-100). 

The proposed development site was a former oil storage facility, 

previously a gas works. No features of archaeological 

significance were visible within the site. Bordered to the south 

and west by public roads and to the north by the Ceannt Station 

railway complex, to the east was an overgrown and disused 

railway embankment and Forthill Cemetery (GA094-099), which 

includes a graveyard (GA094-099001), a bastioned fort (GA094- 

099002) and an Augustinian Friary (GA094-099003). 

Previous, unlicensed, monitoring of site investigation works at 

the proposed development site took place during the summer of 

2016. Ten trial holes were excavated which measured 1.8m 

long, 0.6m wide and 1.4-2m deep. Below the hardcore and 

concrete on the surface was further concrete and layers of re- 

deposited material (fill). No features of archaeological 

significance were in evidence. 

The site investigations consisted of the excavation (by machine) 

of thirty-two trial pits, part of a Soil Quality Assessment. The trial 

pits measured 1.2-5.8m north-west/south-east by 0.9-5.5m and 

1.1-4.6m deep. Below the tarmac, concrete and quarried stone 

on the surface was modern fill. Below the fill was disturbed 

layers and natural subsoil. Bedrock was visible in places below 

the natural subsoil. A tar-like layer, found in two of the trial pits, 

appeared to represent evidence of the previous industrial activity 

on the site. Original topsoil was found below the disturbed layers 

and above natural subsoil in three of the trial pits. 
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  There was no evidence of pre-20th-century activity with none of 

the modern artefacts which were recovered retained. Nothing of 

archaeological significance was in evidence. 

Dock Street, 

Queen Street 

and Bóthar na 

Long, Galway 

18E0628 

ext. 

Richard 

Crumlish 

Monitoring of groundworks at a mixed use office development at 

the junction of Dock Road, Queen Street and Bothar na Long in 

Galway City, was carried out intermittently between 17 January 

2019 and 24 March 2020. The monitoring was a condition of 

planning and was required due to the size of the proposed 

development site, the scale of the proposed development and its 

location adjacent to the constraints for Forthill cemetery (RMP 

No. GA094-099) and the medieval town of Galway (RMP No. 

GA094-100). The development site was a former oil storage 

facility. 

Previous monitoring of site investigations here in late 2018, 

under the same excavation licence, revealed evidence of the 

20th century industrial/commercial use of the site and nothing of 

archaeological significance. 

The groundworks consisted of the excavation for two large office 

blocks, an area measuring 60m long, 12-18m wide and 3.2-3.5m 

deep and for a new sub-station, which measured 15m long, 

9.5m wide and 0.9-1.2m deep. 

The stratigraphy revealed consisted of modern surfaces, fills and 

features associated with the 20th century commercial/industrial 

use of the site; above original topsoil, a dark grey silt, natural 

subsoil and bedrock. The dark grey silt contained shells and 

may have been part of an older shoreline of the bay, prior to the 

construction of the adjacent docks in the 19th century and the 

commercial/industrial development of the site in the early 20th 

century. 

The remains of eleven circular concrete bases of large oil tanks 

which once stood on the site were also uncovered. The bases 

measured 7.5-8.0m in diameter and up to 0.6m thick with each 

base supported by 20-21 concrete piles which measured 0.4m in 

diameter. A number of concrete walls and foundations and 

numerous service pipes, cables and tanks were also in evidence 

across the site. Only modern artefacts were recovered. Nothing 

of archaeological significance was in evidence. 

Dock Street, 

Queen Street 

and Bóthar na 

Long, Galway 

18E0628 

ext. 

Richard 

Crumlish 

Monitoring of groundworks at the development of Block A within 

a larger development site at the junction of Dock Road, Queen 

Street and Bóthar na Long, in Galway City, was carried out 

intermittently between 9 July and 2 September 2022. The 

groundworks involved in the construction of Blocks B and C 

within the same development had been monitored in 2019 and 

2020 by the author, under the same excavation licence. Block A 
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  is an eight-storey building, located to the north-east of Blocks B 

and C, in the north-west part of the site adjoining Dock 

Road/Queen Street. 

The monitoring was a condition of planning permission and was 

required due to the size of the proposed development site, the 

scale of the proposed development and its location adjacent to 

the constraints for Forthill Cemetery (RMP GA094-099) and the 

medieval town of Galway (RMP GA094-100). The site consisted 

of a former oil storage facility, originally a gas works which was 

developed in the early part of the 20th century. This part of 

Galway was reclaimed from Galway Bay during the post- 

medieval/modern period. 

The groundworks consisted of twenty trial holes/pits, which were 

excavated by machine, followed by the piling of the site and 

excavation of a basement. The trial holes/pits measured 2.4- 

4.3m long, 1-2.8m wide and 1.7-3.8m deep. The basement, 

which was located along the south-western side of the new 

building, measured 20m north-east/south-west by 18m and was 

excavated to 3.1-3.8m deep. 

The stratigraphy revealed during monitoring of the groundworks 

consisted of concrete on the surface, above a series of modern 

fills, a concrete slab, a concrete pad and topsoil; above grey silt 

with shell fragments and a grey/brown sterile clay; above 

boulder clay and bedrock. This was very similar stratigraphy to 

that revealed during the groundworks involved in the 

construction of the adjacent Blocks B and C. The stratigraphy 

and the number of modern services which were visible during 

the groundworks showed a site completely disturbed during its 

commercial development in the 20th century. Only modern, 

20th-century, artefacts were recovered and nothing of 

archaeological significance was in evidence. 

Augustine Hill, 

Ceannt Station, 

Galway 

18E0651 

Muireann Ni 

Cheallachain 

A programme of archaeological testing was undertaken as part 

of the proposed Augustine Hill development at Ceannt Station, 

Galway. This assessment has been carried out to ascertain the 

potential impact of the proposed development on the 

archaeological resource that may exist within the test area and 

was requested as further information by Galway County Council 

(Planning Ref.: 20/47). The site is located within the zone of 

archaeological potential for Galway town (GA094-100). There 

are no recorded monuments within the proposed development; 

however, there are four sub-constraints within a 200m radius, all 

scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP. The 

closest group consists of a graveyard, bastioned fort, and an 

Augustinian Friary, to the immediate south and east 
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  of the site (GA094-099001-3). Forthill Cemetery is also a 

protected structure and recorded on the NIAH building survey 

(RPS 4401; NIAH 30319007). 

An architectural fragment, known as the ‘Browne Doorway’, is 

found c. 135m to the north-west (GA094-138). The proposed 

development area is located on a hill that slopes down to the 

west and south-west. The north-western and northern wall of 

Forthill Cemetery (GA094-099001), which is a protected 

structure, borders a railway yard that extends to the northern 

boundary of the site. The eastern extent of the railway yard has 

recently been turned into a construction site compound 

consisting of welfare cabins, access points and areas for parking 

and storage of supplies. The north-west portion of the site 

comprises the car park for Ceannt Station and its entrance. The 

western extent of the site is significantly lower than the 

remainder of the site and is in use as a car park. 

Archaeological testing was carried out over the course of five 

days from 4 January 2021. The trenches targeted those areas 

that were available within the site, which is currently in use as a 

construction compound. Testing revealed a cobbled surface 

consisting of worn angular moderate-size stone within Trench 5. 

The cobbles ran for 7.5m within the trench and were located 

0.8m beneath the cobble lock associated with the 19th-century 

stable block. The extent of the cobbled surface was identified at 

the south–south-west end of the trench while the surface 

continued to the north-east outside the trench. A dark brown 

clayey silt was recorded sealing the cobbled surface and a 

number of sherds of post-medieval pottery were recovered from 

this fill. 

A possible post-medieval occupation deposit/garden soil layer 

was recorded at 0.8m depth within Trench 8. The layer 

measured between 0.22–0.46m in thickness. It consisted of a 

mottled orange-brown clayey silt with occasional charcoal, 

animal bone and marine shell inclusions. A small sherd of post- 

medieval pottery was also recovered from this layer. Two 

fragments of dressed limestone were recovered from the waste 

material dumped in Trench 2. They have the same appearance 

as the stone used in the nearby 19th-century stables and train 

station buildings. 

Previous archaeological investigations in 2007 and 2018, along 

with this archaeological testing programme, has clearly shown 

that there has been widespread disturbance across the 

proposed development area. Potential post-medieval 

deposits/surfaces have been identified in several of the 



Location Licence No. 

and Author 

Details 

  geotechnical investigation pits and in two of the test trenches. 

This indicates that fragmented remains likely to date to the 18th 

and 19th centuries survive beneath the current ground level, but 

no evidence of medieval activity associated with the recorded 

monuments adjacent to the site has been identified. 

Ceannt Station, 

Galway City 

18E0651 

Shane 

Delaney 

The development area is located within the zone of 

archaeological notification for Galway town (GA094-100). There 

are four sub-constraints within a 200m radius of the site; the 

closest group consists of a graveyard, bastioned fort, and an 

Augustinian Friary, c. 0-30m to the south (GA094-099001-3). It 

is possible that the site of the bastioned fort once extended into 

the proposed development area 

Archaeological monitoring of trial pits and inspection pits was 

undertaken in November and December 2018. Organic deposits 

were identified in four of the trial pits and in one of the 

boreholes: 

Trial Pit 3 encountered a silty clay deposit with oyster shell, 

charcoal, post-medieval pottery and animal bone inclusions at a 

depth of 1.6m. 

Trial Pit 8 revealed a brown silty clay deposit at a depth of 1.8m, 

which included seashells, animal bone, charcoal and red-brick. 

Trial Pit 11 was reduced to 1.5m in depth where a brown silty 

clay with oyster shell inclusions was discovered. 

Trial Pit 15 revealed a possible railway sleeper at a depth of 1m, 

beneath which a deposit of made ground was identified to a 

depth of 1.5m. A possible archaeological layer at 1.5m, 

consisting of a brown clayey silt with occasional oyster shell 

inclusions, lay beneath the made ground. 

Borehole 16 revealed a large amount of post-medieval and 

modern dumping and a brown silty clay with oyster shell 

inclusions was identified at a depth of 3.6m. 

Cobbled surfaces were also identified in a number of the 

investigation pits and foundations and wall footings were also 

identified in places, including the base of the wall of the 

protected structure (RPS 10002) on site. 

Based on the results of monitoring, it would appear that the 

deposits identified are of post-medieval date and low 

archaeological potential. No definite medieval remains were 

identified. Similarly, no articulated or disarticulated human 

remains were recorded. 

Coal Yard, 

Lough Atalia 

Road, Galway 

19E0163 

David 

Murphy 

Monitoring of geotechnical site investigations at the former Coal 

Yard site, Lough Atalia Road, Galway was undertaken on 8 and 

9 April 2019. Four trial pits and three slit trenches were 

excavated across the proposed development site. The 
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  excavations were spaced throughout the site and measured 

between 2.5m and 3m in length and 0.7-1m in width. A similar 

stratigraphy was revealed in all seven trial pits and silt trenches. 

Underlying the 0.15m thick concrete slab, natural subsoil, 

comprising a light-yellow sandy boulder clay, was revealed at 

each investigation location. This boulder clay, which contained 

frequent inclusions of varying sized natural stones and boulders, 

was consistently revealed at each location and extended down 

to the limit of excavation of each pit/trench. 

Nothing of an archaeological nature was revealed at any of the 

investigation locations. Due to the sterile composition of the 

revealed soils, as well as the evident existing ground level within 

the graveyard site to the immediate north and the CIE land to its 

immediate west, it is quite apparent that in order to construct the 

coal yard site, significant truncation of the original ground level 

was undertaken. Site levelling excavations evidently extended 

well into the natural glacial boulder clay (to a manner of 2-4m), 

and as a result, reduced the archaeological potential of the 

subject site to a negligible level. 

Queen Street, 

Townparks, 

Galway 

23E0491 

Dominic 

Delany 

Archaeological monitoring of site investigations was carried on a 

proposed development site at Queen Street, Galway on 24 May 

2023. The development site is located in what was formerly a 

tidal area immediately east of the medieval walled town. These 

lands were reclaimed in the early 19th century and the site was 

developed as a gasworks. The gasworks infrastructure was 

removed in the second half of the 20th century and the site was 

subsequently developed as a service area for oil tanker trucks 

operating out of the adjacent oil depot. The site lies outside the 

area of archaeological constraint for the historic town (GA094- 

100) but there are two protected structures adjoining the site: a 

Methodist Church to the northeast, and a stable block to the 

southeast. 

Four test pits were opened: two centrally-located within the site, 

one adjacent to the north-east boundary wall, and one adjacent 

to the south-east site boundary wall. The centrally-located pits 

revealed heavily-contaminated rubble under the reinforced 

concrete slab, with excavations further complicated by 

significant water ingress. The contamination is clearly a result of 

the site's former use as an oil tanker truck service area. In the 

north-east pit, adjacent to the boundary wall with the adjoining 

Methodist Church, there was 1m of rubble over 0.7m of dark 

grey silt containing occasional winkle shells and charcoal flecks. 

This silt deposit was interpreted as the pre-land reclamation 

estuarine silt or mud. The boundary wall foundation is built of the 
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  local green migmatite stone and extends to a minimum depth of 

0.6m below the existing ground level, at which point there is a 

narrow plinth on the wall. In the south-east pit, adjacent to the 

north-west wall of the old railway station stable block, there was 

0.8m of concrete and rubble over 0.2m of light brown sandy clay 

over light brown clay natural. The wall foundation is built directly 

on the natural ground and is composed of roughly-hewn 

limestones, with a narrow plinth at a depth of 0.55m. 

No archaeology was found during monitoring of site 

investigations and it appears likely that much of the site is very 

disturbed as a result of previous developments. However, it is 

considered that the silt deposit, found in the test pit in the north 

extent of the site, has the potential to contain archaeology. 

Abbeygate 

Street Lower, 

Townparks 

— 

Carol 

O'Regan 

A two week excavation took place commencing 15 January, 

1990. The site, covering an area of 187 sq. m, was due for 

redevelopment by O’Malley Construction Company, who funded 

the excavation. It was the original location of the medieval 

‘Browne Doorway’. 

Three trenches were excavated in the areas which would be 

affected by deep foundations. The site was very disturbed owing 

to previous buildings and bedrock was only just below the 

ground surface in most places and no deeper than 1.5m 

anywhere on the site. 

Foundations were revealed in trenches 1 and 2 but these 

probably dated to the 18th and 19th centuries. A number of cut 

stones were uncovered within the trenches and scattered 

around the site at ground level. These are the only surviving 

evidence of late medieval activity on the site. The only finds 

were some sherds of 19th-century pottery. 

Merchants Rd. 93E0025 

Charles 

Mount 

Excavation of two test trenches was carried out for A.D.S. with 

the intention of ascertaining the nature of the deposits beneath 

the proposed development at 15 Hynes Building Extension, 

Merchants Rd., Galway, which is located in the south-eastern 

part of the town. 

The site consisted of an area measuring 19m x 16m, asphalt 

covered and used as a parking lot at 4.144m OD. The site was 

within the area of archaeological potential as outlined by The 

Urban Archaeology Survey, County Galway and in the medieval 

period would have been close to the city’s curtain wall. 

The excavation took place on 22nd February. The aims of the 

investigation were two-fold:a) ascertain whether any remains of 

the city wall ran through the site and b) test the nature and depth 

of the sub-surface deposits on the site. 
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  Trench 1 was 16.6m in length, averaged 1.4m in width and was 

excavated to a maximum of 2.4m in depth. The deposits 

consisted of a layer of asphalt with an under-layer of grey gravel. 

Beneath this was a tan coloured layer of sand and gravel with 

numerous boulders 0.25m–0.35m in diameter. This material may 

be the remains of the demolished town wall. Towards the south- 

eastern end of the cutting this material was appreciably darker in 

colour and contained in its upper part a section of drain-pipe and 

towards the street end contained a layer of brick rubble. 

Stratified beneath this was a layer of black peat and orange clay 

which partly overlay a deposit of crushed brick and a layer of 

dark moist clay and sand. The layer of crushed brick appears to 

relate to the remains of a brick foundation situated directly to the 

south-east. To the south-east of this again was a demolition 

deposit of broken brick which probably formed the 

superstructure of a building. These deposits all overlay a fill of 

damp, peaty, organic material with inclusions of animal and bird 

bone, seashells and post-medieval brown and cream coloured 

glazed pot-sherds and ubiquitous clay-pipe stems. This 

appeared to be the remains of a compacted landfill whose origin 

was probably the rubbish heaps of the town. Beneath this was a 

steel-grey boulder clay. There was no indication of the city wall 

or of a robber trench. 

Trench 2 was 16.3m in length, averaged 1m in width and was 

excavated to a maximum depth of 2.5m. In this cutting the 

stratigraphy was generally similar to Trench 1, with asphalt and 

grey angular gravel covering a number of concrete rafts which 

relate to the foundations of the previous building on the site. 

These rafts overlay a layer of tan-coloured sand and boulders 

which may be the demolition deposit of the town wall. The 

demolition deposits of rotting brick and brick foundation wall 

were absent. Instead the layer of dark organic fill was much 

thicker and extended from a depth of 0.6m to 2.5m and again 

directly overlay the steel-grey boulder clay. 

The excavation revealed that the town wall did not run through 

this site. The deep deposit of peaty landfill indicates that this 

area was on the exterior side of the wall. The property boundary 

to the north probably marks the original course of the wall. The 

deposit of sand, gravel and boulders probably represent the 

demolished remains of the wall which were spread across the 

site to level it after the demolition of the brick buildings on the 

site and before the construction of the concrete rafts. The 

occurrence of mainly post-medieval diagnostics in the landfill 

indicates that this was an 18th- or 19th-century deposit. 
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Galway City 

Gas Mains 

Ministerial 

Consent 

C001074, 

E005368 

and 

R000565 

Declan 

Moore 

Moore Group was commissioned by Gas Networks Ireland to 

carry out a programme of archaeological monitoring of the 

installation of a gas main at various locations within the historic 

town of Galway. The works had the potential to impact on the 

Town’s Medieval Defences (SMR GA094-100001–). 

The groundworks, undertaken by GMC Ltd., were carried out 

between January and April 2022 at the following locations: 

Area 1 – Merchant’s Road between Cross Street and Fort Hill 

Street. 

Area 2 – Bridge Street including O’Brien’s Bridge. 

Area 3 – Lombard Street, Bowling Green, Mary Street. 

Area 1 intersected with the conjectural line of a Jacobite era 

defensive earthwork dating to 1689-91, which crosses 

Merchant’s Road. 

Area 2 along Bridge Street intersects within the zone of 

notification for a 17th-century ravelin guarding the outer west 

gate and three sites including a bridge (GA094-100031–), the 

Bridge mills and water mill (GA094-100051, GA094-104002). 

Area 3 along Bowling Green and intersected with the conjectural 

line of the town wall and passed west of St Nicholas’ Church 

impacting within the zones of notification for a Bridge and a Mill 

(GA094-100034- & GA094-100048–). 

Features identified along Merchant’s Road include a poorly 

sorted cobbled surface found opposite No. 12, the Dockgate 

building, and a wall foundation at the junction of New Dock 

Street west of Market Square Building (occupied by Grant 

Thornton). 

Two subsurface features were noted during groundworks at 

Bridge Street. Both were found in the vicinity of the eastern 

canal bridge. The features comprised a stone-built foundation 

east of the canal bridge and a metalled surface to the west of 

the canal. 

In advance of the pipelaying at Bowling Green a test trench was 

excavated on 7 March 2022 at the bend of the road in the 

Bowling Green to identify the precise location of the town wall. 

The location of this trench was informed by cartographic 

sources, as detailed in the IHTA and the 17th-century Pictorial 

Map, indicating that the corner of Bowling Green was near the 

site of Alexander’s Tower and a section of the town wall that ran 

along the edge of the Little Gate River. Testing in the centre of 

the carriageway, 5.9m west of no. 25 Bowling Green, identified 

an 800mm-wide wall crossing the trench from south to north at a 

depth of 800mm below the modern ground surface. This wall 

was photographed and recorded, and provision was made to 
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  avoid any direct impacts and preserve the section of wall in situ 

by covering the wall with a layer of sand and terram and raising 

the gas pipeline over the wall. 

Kirwan's 

Lane/Cross St 

Upr 

— 

Gerry Walsh 

The proposed development site is located between Cross St Upr 

and Kirwan’s Lane in the heart of Galway city. The upstanding 

remains were surveyed prior to any development taking place, 

but excavation was not undertaken. 

The Lane and surrounding area is of interest for the vast amount 

of extant late medieval remains. Many late medieval 16th- to 

17th-century features including fireplaces, doorways and 

windows are known from the buildings surrounding the proposed 

development site. 

In the past, the site was associated with the Dominican nuns 

and part of it was known as ‘the slate nunnery’. In more recent 

times, it has been used as a bakery. Today, the entire site could 

be classed as derelict. 

The area proposed for development contains the remains of 4 

late medieval houses (16th to 17th century), 3 of which surround 

a courtyard. A (1651) pictorial map of Galway, while not exact in 

every detail, gives a general idea of the layout of buildings within 

the town at that period. The 3 houses (HI-3) surrounding the 

courtyard and House 4, situated to the south-west of House 3 

can be seen. A feature noted on the map is the presence of 

lean-to structures at the back of many of the buildings. It 

appears from the 1651 map that Houses 1 and 4 both had a 

lean-to or ‘back-house’ as it is sometimes called. House 2 may 

also have had one but House 3 did not. Elements of these lean- 

to structures have been uncovered during the survey. 

Summary results 

The proposed development site contains the ruins of 4 late 

medieval houses, 3 of which surround a courtyard. Prior to the 

survey, the remains of 13 doorways were evident in the 

surviving fabric of the houses. Ten of these were of late 

medieval date, the remaining 3 were of 19th-century date. Five 

more doorways were uncovered during the survey, 2 of which 

are definitely late medieval while the date of the other 3 are as 

yet unknown. Twenty-one windows were known prior to the 

survey: 16 of these were of late medieval date, the remaining 5 

being 19th century. The remains of a further 11 late medieval 

windows were revealed during the survey. Six late medieval 

fireplaces were known before the survey and another was 

revealed during it. Thus, besides the fabric of the late medieval 

walls of the 4 houses, the proposed development site contains 
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  15 to 18 late medieval doorways, 30 late medieval windows and 

7 late medieval fireplaces. 

These remains constitute the largest concentration of medieval 

building fabric yet identified in Galway city. Furthermore, House 

3, in particular, is arguably the best preserved late medieval 

urban house in Connacht. 

At time of writing, the site remains undeveloped (March 1993). It 

is likely that features and finds dating to early medieval times are 

present underlying the late medieval houses and courtyard. 

Augustinian 

Priory, 

Townparks 

05E0132 

Anne Carey 

Trial-trenching was carried out at the rear of the Augustinian 

priory in Galway city on 22 March 2005. Three trial-trenches 

were excavated. A layer of compacted mortar was uncovered in 

one trench but could not be examined further due to restricted 

space. Testing did not result in the discovery of any heretofore 

unknown structural remains. 

Rinmore 09E0067 

Martin 

Fitzpatrick 

Monitoring took place on the site of a proposed dry dock and 

slipway development at Galway Harbour Enterprise Park, 

Rinmore. The construction of a dry dock and slipway was 

formed by the excavation and infill of existing material above the 

high-water mark. The planning permission noted that the 

facilities were required during the Volvo Ocean Race 2008/2009 

for the repair of yachts in situ or as a haul-out facility whereby 

the yachts would be hauled out by mobile crane and transported 

to adjacent sites for repair. 

The development is located at the south end of Rinmore Point to 

the south-east of the existing commercial docks. This area has 

been infilled over the last decade with the area of the proposed 

slipway and dry dock now consisting of rubble fill. Works on the 

site commenced in March 2009. The development on the site 

was concentrated on the excavation and development of the 

slipway facility. The excavation on site involved the removal of 

the existing filled material and the insertion of a steel frame and 

reinforced concrete. No features of archaeological significance 

were encountered in the course of monitoring. 

Unit 225/226, 

Eyre Square 

Centre 

22E0152 

Richard 

Crumlish 

Monitoring of groundworks during the development of a site at 

Units 225 and 226 of the Eyre Square Centre, which is located 

just south of Eyre Square in Galway City, was carried out 

between 30 May and 13 June 2022. The monitoring was a 

condition of the planning permission and was necessary due to 

the site’s location within the constraint for the historic town of 

Galway (RMP GA094-100) and adjacent to a 17th-century 

bastion wall. 

The development site was located across three floors within 

existing retail outlets in the Eyre Square Centre, which was 
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  constructed in the late 1980s/early 1990s. It was excavated by 

Gerry Walsh over two seasons in 1987 (Excavation Licence No. 

E400) and 1989 (Excavation Licence No. E915). The excavation 

uncovered the medieval town wall with two 14th-century mural 

towers and a 17th-century diamond-shaped bastion located on 

the corner of the town wall. 

The groundworks were those associated with the excavation of 

a lift pit and two escalator pits. The area excavated for the lift pit, 

which was located 25m from the bastion, measured 4.7m north- 

west/south-east, 4.4m wide and 1.7-1.8m deep. The area 

excavated for Escalator Pit 1, which was located 16m from the 

bastion, measured 6.6m north-east/south-west, 3.9m wide and 

0.5-1.2m deep, The area excavated for Escalator Pit 2, which 

was located 8m from the bastion, measured 6.6m north- 

east/south-west, 3.9m wide and 1.6-1.8m deep. 

The stratigraphy in the three areas excavated consisted of a 

concrete floor above a quarried stone fill, both part of the 

development of the Eyre Square Centre 30 years ago. Two 

plastic ducts, uncovered in two of the areas excavated, also 

dated from the development. Below the quarried fill were 

modern fills, which contained concrete blocks, steel and 

Styrofoam. Below the modern fills was mid-dark brown friable silt 

loam, which would appear to have been the original topsoil at 

this location. Below this layer were natural subsoils and bedrock. 

Only modern artefacts were recovered. 

A mortared rubble wall (F1) which crossed the south-west side 

of the area excavated for Escalator Pit 2, directly below a plastic 

duct, was uncovered. It was orientated north-west/south-east 

and located 0.2m from the south-west side of the area 

excavated, at 0.82m below the surface. Only a section of the top 

and the north-east face of the wall were exposed. The wall (F1) 

had a footing on its north-east side and was of 1-2 courses. The 

exposed section measured 1.7m long (at its base), 0.7m wide 

and 0.6-0.7m high. The footing measured 0.2-0.25m wide and 

0.2m high. One red brick fragment was visible in the footing. 

Considering the location of the plastic duct directly on top of the 

wall, it is likely that a section of the uppermost course of the wall 

was removed to facilitate the insertion of the duct during the 

development of the Eyre Square Centre 30 years ago. The 

thickness of the wall, 0.7m, and the presence of a red brick in 

the footing both pointed to an 18th-century date for the feature. 

Due to the location of the escalator within the pit and the work 

area around it, the wall was safely preserved below the 

escalator. Following the recording of (F1), it was covered in 
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  terram and sand, prior to the installation of the escalator within 

the pit. 
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