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44 Angle of View 73° Horizontal (24 mm Lens ) Angle of View 39° Horizontal ( 50 mm Lens )

This view shows the envisaged built form of the enclosed Galway Inner Harbour Masterplan 2025, prepared by Scott Tallon Walker Architects on behalf of Galway Harbour Company and in consultation with stakeholders.This is indicative massing only as the buildings
have not been subject to detailed design and will require Planning Permission. The inclusion of this massing in the view is solely to illustrate a reasonable, possible future scenario,and is not intended as an explicit cumulative assessment.

“ODEL project: Galway Port LDA photograpny: 21-11-2024 15:43 [ocation: viewpoint: View 16 Cumulative
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Appendix 12-1



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

NRB Consulting Engineers Ltd were appointed to address the Traffic/Transportation
issues associated with a development proposed by the Land Development Agency (LDA)
permission for a ‘Large-Scale Residential Development’ (LRD) at a site of 1.621 Ha in
Galway Port at Dock Road and Lough Atalia Road, Galway City, and extending to include
parts of both roads for road infrastructure works and water services
infrastructure works. This report assesses the impact of 356 No. residential apartments
(172 No. 1-bed, 169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed); créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No.

café/restaurant units (totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m).

The proposed development principally consists of: the demolition of the existing office /
bus depot building (370.2 sq m) and ancillary building (26 sq m); the partial demolition of
the existing ESB sub-station (67.4 sqm); the demolition of existing boundary walls at the
south-west and north-west; and the construction of a LRD development. The proposed
LRD development primarily comprises: 356 No. residential apartments (172 No. 1-bed,
169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed); créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No. café/restaurant units
(totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m). The development has a total floor
area of 32,096.0 sq m and is primarily proposed in 4 No. blocks (identified as A-D) that

generally range in height from 6 No. to 13 No. storeys.

The proposed development also includes: new internal street and pedestrian network,
including a one-way vehicular route at the north-western side of the site and new junctions
with Dock Road at the south-west and with the access road from Lough Atalia at the north-
west; upgrades to Lough Atalia Road and the access road from it at the north-west of the
site, including the provision of a new toucan pedestrian/cycle crossing at Lough Atalia

Road; upgrades to the footpath and road interface with Dock Road to the south-west.

A total of 29 residential private car parking spaces are proposed as part of the
development. With ¢.356 apartments, this represents a car parking 'Ratio’ of 0.08
parking spaces per unit. During preplanning discussions, Galway City Council (GCC)

Roads & Traffic officials noted that the “concept 0.1 ratio is consistent with CDP

standards which are maximums”. This level of parking is considered appropriate given

the highly sustainable location characteristics of the apartment scheme, and in

consideration of National Guidance and modern active travel Policies.

Being located in Galway City Centre the site is very well placed to take advantage of non-

car modes of travel to support the development. Its proximity to a host of shops, personal
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services and amenities, will support the use of active modes, over the need for private car

use.

This Traffic and Transport Assessment Report (TTA) has been prepared to address the
traffic and transportation issues associated with the proposal, and the capacity of the
existing road network. An assessment of current and future alternative transportation
modes has also been undertaken and is included as Section 2. The report has been
prepared in accordance with TII's Traffic & Transport Assessment Guidelines and

addresses the worst-case traffic impact of the proposal locally.

This TTA addresses the adequacy of the existing network to safely and appropriately
accommodate the worst-case vehicular demands with the development fully occupied,
taking account of the existing traffic demands locally and the proposed upgraded access.
Comprehensive classified turning movement surveys of the existing affected roads and
junctions were carried out during the weekday AM and PM Peak Hours on the 15t October
2024. The 2024 traffic surveys together formed the basis of the study. The analysis
includes the effects of the existing traffic on the local roads and assesses the impact during

the traditional peak commuter peaks periods.

The TTA confirms that the road network and the vehicular access junction are more than
adequate to accommodate the worst-case traffic associated with the development. The
assessment confirms that the full occupation of the scheme will have a negligible and

unnoticeable impact upon the operation of the adjacent road network.

The assessment includes a Travel Plan for the site, setting out the alternative transport

modes available, and this is included herein as a separate report at Appendix L.

An independent Stage 1 Road Safety Audit of the proposed development and adjacent
junction upgrades, together with the Designer Feedback form, has been undertaken and
provided in Appendix M. A Statement of Consistency with DMURS has been undertaken
and provided in Appendix N, which confirms that the internal layout is compliant with the
DMURS requirements. A Public Transport Capacity Assessment Report has been
undertaken and provided in Appendix O.

Construction traffic impact will be mitigated and managed through the implementation of a
Construction Management Plan and Construction Traffic Management Plan which would
be agreed with GCC prior to construction. An outline / preliminary Construction Traffic

Management Plan is provided in Appendix Q.
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Based on all of these studies, it is concluded that there are no adverse traffic/transportation
capacity or operational issues associated with the occupation of the proposed 356 No.
residential apartments (172 No. 1-bed, 169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed); créche (255.9
sq m); 2 No. café/restaurant units (totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m).
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 This Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) has been prepared by NRB Consulting
Engineers Ltd and addresses the traffic and transportation issues arising from the

Proposed Development, at Lough Atalia Road & Dock Road, Galway Port, Galway City.

1.2 The proposed development consists of a LRD comprising 356 apartment units (172 No. 1-
bed, 169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed) and a créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No. café/restaurant
units (totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m). The vehicular access
arrangement is by way of a upgraded priority junction on the Lough Atalia Road, with a

new link road provided to the northwest of the development site.

1.3 The proposed development is located on zoned lands, identified as one of Galway City’s
key regeneration sites in the Galway City Development Plan (Inner Harbour Regeneration

Site). A site location plan for the site is included below as Figure 1.1.

Proposed Development Location }—»

Figure 10.3 Inner Harbour Regeneration Site

Figure 1.1 - Site Location in Relation to the Inner Harbour Regeneration Site

(Figure 10.3 of the Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029)

1.4 This report addresses the impact of the complete proposed development, totalling 356
apartment units, and ancillary créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No. café/restaurant units (totalling

428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m) and the implications for the adjacent road
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1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

network for the weekday AM and PM Peak Hours, taking account of existing traffic

conditions factored to projected opening & design year.

The site is considered to represent a highly sustainable location, for primarily residential

development of the nature proposed, given its proximity to Galway City Centre (5-8min

walk, 500-600m) and local services. Sustainability will be further promoted through the

implementation of a working Mobility Management Plan.

In describing the Receiving Environment and the Proposed Future Environment, this report

addresses the following aspects of the proposed development:

Relative Small Scale of the development in the context of the local area and the
busy road network (Reflected in the Low Traffic Generation of the Development),
Location of the development close to a number of bus routes,

Traffic & Transportation impact,

Proposed access junction,

Capacity of the proposed vehicular access arrangement to accommodate the
worst-case development traffic flows associated with 356 Units,

Pedestrian and cyclist permeability and promotion,

Capacity of the Existing Road Network.

The recommendations contained within this TTA are based on the following sources of

information and industry-standard practices; -

Galway City Development Plan 2023-2029,
Galway Transport Strategy 2016,

Galway Harbour Vision Document,

Tl Traffic & Transport Assessment Guidelines,
Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 2019,
Recent Traffic Survey Data commissioned 2024,
Relevant Design Guidance, and,

Our experience in assessing the impact of Developments of this Nature.

The Report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements, and methodologies

set out in Tll's PE-PDV-02045 Traffic & Transport Assessment Guidelines. These are the

professional Guidelines used to assess the impact of developments on public roads.
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1.9

The assessment includes a Travel Plan for the site which is included herein as a separate

report as Appendix L.

An independent Quality / Stage 1 Road Safety Audit of the proposed development and
adjacent junction upgrades, together with the Designer Feedback form, has been
undertaken and provided in Appendix M. All issues in the audit have been addressed. A
Statement of Consistency with DMURS has been undertaken and provided in Appendix
N, which confirms that the internal layout is compliant with the DMURS requirements. A
Public Transport Capacity Assessment Report has been undertaken and provided in

Appendix O.

This Report and appendices have been prepared by Brian McMahon, a Chartered
Engineer and Director of NRB Consulting Engineers Ltd. Brian has 20 years’ experience
in planning, design and management of traffic and transportation projects. Brian is an
expert in the application of software packages such as ARCADY, PICADY, LinSig and the
TRICS trip generation database. Brian is an experienced Road Safety Audit Team Lead,

TIl approved, with over 200 RSAs undertaken within Ireland and the UK.

This report was subsequently reviewed by Eoin Reynolds, a Chartered Engineer and
founding Director of NRB Consulting Engineers Ltd. Eoin also specialises in the field of
Traffic & Transportation & Roads Design and has over 36 years experience in assessing
the infrastructure needs of development. He is expert in the provision of advice to both
private sector and public sector clients on all aspects of roads, traffic and transportation,
and mobility management. Eoin is also expert in the use of Traffic Engineering Modelling
Software (TRICS, ARCADY, PICADY, LINSIG, TRANSYT and Micro-Simulation
Techniques). He has given expert evidence at planning appeals, oral hearings and public

enquiries.
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GCC Stage 2 Opinion
We include below the extract from the GCC Opinion received in connection with this
application, regarding Active Travel & Transportation/Roads issues within the Opinion,

and we set out thereafter our response to each item in turn.

Active Travel

20. The applicant is advised to note that Lough Atalia Road/Dock Road is part of the Orbital route for
the Cross City Link Orbital Route. The Active Travel Unit have highlighted that a final Masterplan for the
Inner Harbour Area is necessary to provide a complete overview of active travel requirements and
permeability and that the Final Masterplan should also consider and consult with the ARUP (Consultants
for Cross City Link) for comment regarding the Orbital Route of the Cross City Link and proposed works
on Lough Atalia/Dock Road.

Item 20 — NRB consulted with ARUP regarding this issue. ARUP, following discussions
with Galway City Council Active Travel Unit, confirmed that GCC's position has shifted
from an earlier opinion to a formal acknowledgment that the proposed Docklands
development does not directly interact with the Cross-City Link Scheme. That “the
proposed development at the Docklands does not directly engage with the Cross-City
Link Scheme. Any reference to the Orbital Route relates to the “City Centre Access
Network” as identified in the Galway Transport Strategy. Where your proposed
development interfaces with the CCAN, this does not form part of the Cross-City Link
and Arup have no comment to make in relation to your proposed development”.

Therefore, there were no changes required to the proposed scheme due to this item.

21.The Active Travel Unit also highlight that requirement for a footpath and cycle path connecting the
whole project. The proposals submitted appear to indicate a footpath/cycle path for the northern
section of the development on one side only, however, the vacant site currently fronting the subject
site and abutting Lough Atalia Road is required to be included and part of such a design. Clarity is also
required on the design for the “proposed new road” indicated with regards to cyclists/pedestrians.
Similarly, details have not been provided for the road south of the development or linkage to the
proposed greenway, south of the site. Any forthcoming application should address these Active Travel
items.

Item 21 — A footpath is proposed both to the north and the south of the new one-way
vehicular route. Cyclists are intended to use the new road carriageway, as it is designed
to be a low-speed, lightly-trafficked street, in line with the principles outlined in the Cycle

Design Manual. A 4.0m minimum pedestrian/cycle way adjacent to Lough Atalia, on the
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eastern side of the site is proposed, as set out in the Landscape Sections prepared by

Stephen Diamond Associates, as shown in Figure 1.2 below.
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Figure 1.2 — Landscape Sections (Drawing No. 24-612-SDA-PD-DR-GF-203)

Roads & Transportation

22. The Roads and Transport Department express concerns that further consideration of this
development must be within the context of a finalised Masterplan. It is considered that the proposed
road layout is ambiguous as to the status of the main access route serving the Harbour and particularly
Active Travel measures and permeability. The Roads & Transport Department also have concerns in
relation to the proposed access road serving as a “resilient access” to the Harbour. Any application shall
provide clarification with regard to same and shall be with supported with Road Safety Audits, as
necessary.

Item 22 — The proposed access road is consistent with the Galway Inner Harbour 2025
Masterplan’s objectives. The new internal street, which is a one-way vehicular route at
the north-western side of the site, has a new junction with Dock Road at the south-west
connecting with the upgraded access road from Lough Atalia at the north-west. The main
access road to the overall Galway Harbour will continue to be Dock Road, and this is
unaffected by the proposed development. The proposed new internal street is proposed
only to serve the proposed development and not a main access route to the Harbour. An
Independent Stage 1 Road Safety Audit has been submitted with the application to

address safety considerations and ensure compliance with relevant standards.
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1.17

23. The development proposal must demonstrate consistency with a finalised masterplan and the
masterplan and this proposal each must demonstrate integration and consistency with the GTS (and
GMATS under development by the NTA) with clear recognition of active travel schemes and
permeability requirements.

Item 23 - The proposed access road is consistent with the Galway Inner Harbour 2025
Masterplan’s objectives, and the integration and consistency with the GTS, with a
greenway proposed on the southern boundary of the site. Please note that we engaged
with GCC Active Travel regarding any current active travel proposals on Lough Atalia
Road, and discussions with GCC noted that:-
e There are currently no formal Galway City Council (GCC) proposals or drawings
for Lough Atalia Road in the vicinity of our site.
¢ While there are preliminary discussions regarding a future active travel route, the
proposed Toucan Crossing will not impact or prevent GCC from advancing their

own Active Travel proposals in due course.

24. This location is a significant traffic route through the city centre, and as such a Construction
Management Plan including a Traffic Management Plan must be submitted for consideration. These
plans should recognise standard requirements with respect to Road Opening Licences, Hoarding
Licences and special deliveries to the development.

Item 24 — A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) has been provided
as part of this application. A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) is provided
as part of this application (Appendix Q), and a final version will be agreed in the event
of a grant of planning permission. In advance of construction works commencing onsite,
the Main Contractor (once appointed) will prepare a Construction Traffic Management
Plan (CTMP) developed as part of health and safety documentation. The CTMP will be
included in the live CEMP.
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2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS, EXISTING ROAD NETWORK, CAR / CYCLE
ACCESS, CYCLE & CAR PARKING, PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Subject Development Proposals

The Proposed Development, as set out on the Architects layout Plans, 356 No. residential
apartments (172 No. 1-bed, 169 No. 2-bed and 15 No. 3-bed); créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No.
café/restaurant units (totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m). are also

proposed.

The proposed site is a brownfield site which is located south of Lough Atalia Road. Galway
City Centre is a 5-8mins walk (500-600m) to the subject site and offers a range of amenities

& services including schools, supermarkets, restaurants, among other services.

Existing Road Network

Lough Atalia Road - The road along the northern boundary of the site is Lough Atalia
Road, a strategically important road in the Galway Road Network, providing vehicular
access to Galway Port, to the south of the city centre, and the Wolfe Tone Bridge. The
Lough Atalia Road is identified as part of the City Centre Access Network in the Galway
Transport Strategy, as is shown in Figure 2.1 below. The ‘city centre access network’ is

proposed in the Strategy to enable traffic to access and move around the core city centre

area.

Junction numbers

+ City Centre Access Network

Inner City Access Route

—_—p Bus Priority / Bus Only Route
with local delivery/access at

specified times)

Train Bus
@ Station e Station ; Fort

Junctions Index

LOUGH ATALIA

\ \/-\ A

CITY CENTRE 0‘0\

y Road
Sollege Rd/Wellpark Rd

-

Figure 2.1 - Site Access in Relation to the City Centre Access Route

(Figure 4.1 of the Galway Transport Strategy 2016)

Road congestion is noted on the Lough Atalia Road during the commuter peaks, but in
particular during the PM peak. Traffic is noted to start blocking back from the Wolfe Tone

Bridge junction, with queues extending to the proposed site access location. The Galway
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