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INTRODUCTION

ThisCulture an®ocialnfrastructure AudiCSIA)EA O AAAT DPOAPAOAA AU 4ET O]

Planning on behalf ofhe Land Development Agendp support of aPlanning Application for a
Mixed-use ResidentiatLed Developmentproposedat a brownfield site of 1.62 Hafacing Lough
Atalia in Galway Harbour, to provid@6homes, a creche amtbmplementarycafe/restaurant and
retail use The Report providesadetailedreviewof the statutory, strategic andpolicy contextthat
relatesto the provisionof SocialInfrastructurewith the followingaims:

1 Toprovidea survey and audit of existinQulture,Community andSocial Infrastructure,
Open Space andAmenities serving the identified Study Area and the subject site;

1 Catalogue all infrastructure under the facilities categories identified through policy
guidance;

9 Establish if suitablénfrastructure is provided in the are@® support the needsof the
existing population;and

9 Assessthe nature of the infrastructure andikelihood of the capacity of the existing
facilities to support the needs dtiture residents.

ThisReport, therefore, identifies existin@ommunity Facilities in the local area and includas
analysis and identification of potential shortfalls in infrastructure.

Approach

As part of thisPlanning Applicationan assessment of the existing facilities in the atess been
carried outin order to assess the need Bulture, Community and Social Infrastructurk desktop
study was used to collect the baseline informatidme facilities in each category were recorded
in an Excelable, andthen mapped usinghe ArcGlIFEcosystem A large number of public and
private geospatialdatasetswere usedin the courseof the survey, includingbut not limited to:

2025GooglePlacedataset;

2025ESRI and MapbdxelandBasemaps;

2011 2016and2022 CensuBoundariesand Small Area PopulatioBtatistics;
20162025Departmentof Educationand Skillsz IrishSchools;

2025 Quality and Qualifications Ireland (QQI) Registar Private Higher Education
Institutionsin Ireland;

2025TuslaEarlyYearsinspectorateReportsz RegisteredChildcare~acilities;and
2025HSEz O & FrdudiocalHealth3 AOOEAA 6

2025Galway City Council Online Planning Register

=A =4 =4 =8 =9

= =4 =

Sociallnfrastructure includes a range of services and facilities that contribute to quality phiit

is a key part of the fabric of an area, not just in terms of wellbeing, but also in terms of creating a
sense of place for the population of the area and forming a part of the local identity. For the

purpose of thisReport, the array of services and facilities definedSaxiallnfrastructure have

been categorised into a defined number of typologies that correspond to those set out in Chapter
7and Chapter 1of the Galway CityDevelopmenPlan202%2029(Table 1.1).

A radius of Bkm from the subject site was used as the focus for this assessment as it is considered
a relatively short distance for residents to access via foot, bicycle or public transport. It is also
broadly aligned with the principles of the policy objectives faocial Infrastructureassessment
outlined in Sectios11.14, 11.15, 11.26, and.27of the Galway CityDevelopmenPlan202%2029

related todevelopment standardsQE A-i BX®OA AEOUS AT A xAl EAAI A
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(outlined in greater detail in Section®.

Category Facility Type

Educationand Training Services| Primary, PostPrimary, Third Leve] FurtherEducation
Other Lifelong TrainingCentres

ChildcareFacilities Registered Childcare Facilitidscl. Full Day Part-Time
and SessionabBervices

Social, Community and Cultural | Community Centres Libraries Senior and Youth
Facilities Centres Post Offices Banks and Credit Unions
Museums, Galleries, Theatres, Cinemas, Music Ven
Historical Cultural Sites

Healthcare and Emergency| Hospitals Health Centres Primary Care Centres

Services Doctors and Specialty ClinicsDental, Physiotherapy,
Counselling,Optician, Pharmacy Garda StationsFire
Stations

Open Spaceand Recreation Parks Playing Pitches Playgrounds Sports Centres

and Clubs, Ieisure Centres, Gymsand Training
Facilities, Swimming Pools

ReligiousInstitutions Areasof Worship, Churches, Cemeteries

Retail Centres andServices Convenience Retailm Other Relevant Retail
Table1.1 Social and Communityinfrastructure CategoriesApplied to Audit
(Source: AET OT OTT /6#1 1117202941 x1 01 AT 1TET Ch

Study Area and Accessibility

The subjectsite, which measured .62 Hain areg is situatedin the Docks area of Galwagity,
immediately southeast of Lough Atalia Road and the city cen@alway is a growing city where

the population hasgncreasedfrom 47,000 in 1986 to over 85,000 in 2023, with projections for a
planned population of 120,000 by 2040.

4EA OOAEAAO OEOA EO OEOOAOAA AO OEA AITT & OAT.
harbour and comprises an irregular shaped parcel of brownfield land currently in use for storage
of wind turbines and partially as a bus car parking facilibe site is largely composed of reclaimed
lands close to where Lough Atalia connects with Galway, Bagis a short walk from both Eyre
Square and Galway (Ceannt) Train Statiand is proximal to all the amenitiesf the core city

centre retailing areasud as restaurantsgafés shops, and entertainment venues. The central
location provides great connections to other major cities, allowing for easy travel and transport.
The site has great connectivity to nature both visually and in terms of access. Lough Atalia to the
northeastof the site contains walks along the shore front, and over the water to the south is South
Park with recreational sports pitches and sports clubs.

AEA OOAEAAO QEEGADUEG AU TEVS Cith Beveldfment Plan 292629
(Development Plan)which has the following objective:

041 DOl OE A Activiiesandpadficdiatythode | wbich Areserve the city centre as
OEA ATTETAT O Aiii1 AOAEAT AOAA 1T &£ OEA AEOUS8SH
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(T xAOAOh OEA OEOA EO ANJIT Ad AAORAI &, 0mdEJsA TOAERA ¢
ITTA T &£ Xi .18 OOAE OACAT AOCAOGEI T r¥1 PPI 0001 EOU C
YTTAO (AOAT 60 2 A#s Ahbidhi@lAf@ EBigrificard Eededelopthént providing an
opportunity to reestablish links between the city centre and the sea, to create a high quality
xAOAOAEOT T O OAOOET ¢ch A 1T Ax Aere®bveldphdntP@ArequiedAA O
the preparation of a masterplan fdhe Regeneration Site, with a prescriptive series of criteria (e.qg.

height, plot ratio, connectivity and permeability, uses, etc.) to be addressaddslocated a short

distance over the water are zoned for enterprise, industry, and related uses. To the northwest of

the site, there is Forthill graveyard which is zoned for community, cultural, and institutional use.

Site Location Map

Legend

[ subject Site

Figijrel.l: Site Location
(Source: Bing Maps,Annotated BU 4 ET OT OT 1T / 6#1 1 12029 41 x1 01 A

The Study Areafor this Assessments definedby a 1.5km radiusof the subject site equivalentto

a c. 5 to 20-minute walking distancewhich isconsidered accessible to future residents of the
proposed developmeniNo prescribedspatial distances have be@efined byGalway CityCouncil
within the Galway CityDevelopment Plan 2023029 as theradiusfor future Community and
SocialAudits. As such, iyen that the subject site is locatexh the coast, witha substantial portion
of the spatial area occupied by Galway Bayd Lough Ataliajt was judged thaita typical 1 km
walkabledistance(< 15 minutesghouldbe extended to Bkm to capture, survey and includal

3|Page
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relevant infrastructure that lies tangent to, or immediately outsideaoflkm Study Areabut is
directly relevant to assessing future needithe settlement ofGalway City and the proposed
development

Context Map

Legend

[ subject site

__ Indicative 1 km Radius

:l Study Catchment Area (1.5 Kilometre)

' Bus Eireann Bus Stops

Figurel.2: Study Area

(Source: Bing Maps,Annotated BU 4 ET OT O1T 1 / #1711 12029 4171 x1

Galway City benefits from good connectivity around the city centre and suburbs, the wider County

Region, and its international port and via the high capacity rail and road netwoiksvél served
with rail services and the expanding motorway netwgrtovidesaccess to Dublin, Limerick,

Shannon and further afieldsalway City is a significant rail destination with direct intercity services
to Dublin via Athlone and Limerick via Enpiigcilitating access to neighbouring commuter zones,

employment hubs, ad retail destinations along the DubliiVestport/Galway corridor. Galway
City is a primary location for employment in the wider argae site is located next to Ceannt

Station which plays a key role in offering sustainable travel alternatives for longer distance trips,

providing improved interregional connectivity. It also provides a valuable commuter service
towns such as Ballinasloe, Athenry and Oranmordd 1 x AU EO 1 AOO ORAb.
international airports, including Shannon, withrdct flights to North America, UK and Europe.

4|Page
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The nearest bus stop (from the subject site) is located approximadebykilometres away
(approximately éb-minute walk).The proposed developmenwill be adequately served by public
transport, via Eyre Squarevyith access to a number of bus stops within walking distance from the
site:

BusEreann Rute No0.401: Parkmorez Salthill;

BusEireannRoute No. 402: Shangort RogdMerlin Park;

BusEireannRoute No. 404: NewcastieOranmore;

BusEireannRoute No. 405: RahoanBallybane;

BusEireannRoute No. 407: Eyre Squag@other Na Choiste;

BusEireannRoute No. 409: Eyre SquagéParkmore Industrial Estate;

City DirectRoute No. 410: Eyre Squag&knocknacarra,

City DirectRoute No. 411: Eyre Squar€appagh Road,;

City DirectRoute No. 412: Eyre Squag&Vestern Distributor Road,;

BusEireannRoute No. 424: Eyre SquazdBarna

MMAMNMNNTNTNTNTNNENN

The planned futuréGalway BusConnecizroject will deliver a network 06 No.high-performing
crosscity routes. All routes will serve major city centre attractions as well as linking major
destinations across the city. Galway BusConnects will comprise next generation bus lanes,
enhanced services, cashless fares and acctased tcketing. As part of this programme
delivery, a network of park and ride sites, serviced by the more efficient bus network, will be put
in place.The planwill also encompass a kiaty of city centre public realm enhancements which
will enhance the overall transport experience and improve the attractiveness of the city clntre.
is expected that all major crossty services will converge at Eyre Square (Redte4, 7, 9, 10,
424), which isawalkable distance from the subject sitas per the current BusConnects network
proposals. Thee key routes will conveniently connect the subject site to all areas within the
proposed network and provide efficient, high frequency public t@ors to the resident
population.

e -

THE CLADDAGH

Figure1.3: BusConnects Network (Indicative Location of the Subject Site Denotated By
Red Star)
(Source: BusConnects.ie, AT T OAOAA " U 4ETOTOIT PP@%I1 111 O ¢
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The subject site would encouraggreater active travelto and from the area. It will be a short
walking distanceto the city centreand core retailing area of the city, the upgradedmmunity

and public realm infrastructure to be developed as part of the proposal will further increase
permeability and connectivityin the city centre for residents and visitorbut alsothe site is
located close to multiple bus stops afiganntStation ensuringfrequent services to and from the
City from morning to midnight dily.

ProposedDevelopment

Permission, as described in the Statutory Noticessought bythe Land Development Agency
for the following:

('he Land Development Agency intends to apply to Galway City Council for permission for a
O, ADEAI A 2A0EAAT OEAT $AOCAT T PI AT O6 j,2%3Qq AO A
and Lough Atalia Road, Galway City, and extending to include partshofolds for road
infrastructure works and water services infrastructure works.

The proposed development principally consists of: the demolition of the existing office / bus
depot building (370.2 sq m) and ancillary building (26 sq m); the partial demolition of the existing
ESB sutstation (67.4 sq m); the demolition of existing banndalls at the soutlwest and
north-west; and the construction of a mixese development.

The proposed mixagse development primarily comprises: 356 No. residential apartments (172
No. tbed, 169 No.-Bed and 15 No-8ed); créche (255.9 sq m); 2 No. café/restaurant units
(totalling 428.4 sq m) and 1 No. retail unit (156.0 sq m). The desetdias a total floor area

of 32,096.0 sqg m and is primarily proposed in 4 No. blocks (identifigld) abah generally

range in height from 6 No. to 13 No. storeys.

The proposed development also includes: new internal street and pedestrian network, including
a oneway vehicular route at the northestern side of the site and new junctions with Dock
Road at the soutlvest and with the access road from Lough Atalibeahbrthwest; upgrades

to Lough Atalia Road and the access road from it at the-wedhof the site, including the
provision of a new toucan pedestrian/cycle crossing at Lough Atalia Road; upgrades to the
footpath and road interface with Dock Road ®¢buthwest; 37 No. car parking spaces; 1 No.
setdown/delivery bay4ANo. cycle parking spaces; hard and soft landscaping, including public
open spaces and communal amenity spaces; private amenity spaces as balconies and terraces
facing all directions; boundary treatments; public lighting; bin stores; plant rooms; rooftop lift
overruns; rooftop telecommunications and plant infrastructure and enclosure at Block C;
recladding of the existing sshation and pumping station; and afisaciated works above and

below groundh

Unit Type | Units % of Total
1-Bedroom Units 172 49%
2-Bedroom Units 169 47%
3-Bedroom Units 15 4%
Total No. of Units 356 100%
Tablel.2: Scheduleof Accommodation
(Source: ALTU Architects, 2025
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Figure 1.4: ProposedSite Layout

(Source: ALTU Architects, 2029

Layout of this Report

TheremainingSectionsof this Reportwill follow the approach outlined in Section la%astructural
frameworkwith the identification and categorisation of alrrentCulture,Community, Recreational
and Social Infrastructure in the areafollowed by a demographicanalysisthat providesvaluable
insight into the characteristicsof the population of the Study Area, prior to determining the
potential demandimpactsof the proposeddevelopment. TheReport will compriseafurther four
Sections:

9 Section 2.0provides the policy context and considers standards against which provision
can be assessed;
9 Section 3.0provides an overview of the population and demographic profile of the Study

7|Page
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Area and assesses the likely future demographic trends as a result of the implementation
of the proposed development;

Section 4.0 reviews existing localCommunity, Cultural, Recreational and Social
Infrastructure; and

Section 5.0identifies gaps in the existing provision @mmunity Infrastructure and
makes recommendations to address deficiencies.

8|Page
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2.0 RELEVANT POLICY GUIDANCE

For the purposesof this Culture andsociallnfrastructureAudit, a range of National, Regional

and LocalPlanning Policiesrelatingto Social Infrastructurénhavebeenreviewed,includingthose
within the Galway CityDevelopmenPlan 2023z202. Thesedocumentsprovide guidancewith
respectto the provisionof newsocialand community facilitiesin residentialdevelopmentareas

in a number of categories, including education and childcare services, healthcare facilities,
cultural institutions, recreational facilities and other key services. The key points relating to this
study, as derived from each policy document, will be highlighted in tbiién.

2.1 National Planning Policy
2.1.1 National Planning Framework Project Ireland 2040

TheNational Planning FramewagiProject Ireland 2042018} O0. 0 &6 q OAOO A OEOEI 1
and development of Ireland to 2040 which is to be implemented through Regional, County and

Local Plans. The NPF sets out 50% of future populasitmbe accommodated within the existing

footprint of Dublin and the four other citiesncluding GalwayThe proposed development will

contribute to this target.

A key focus of the NPF is on sustainable and compact development withiexiséng urban
areas and the provision of accessible services and facilities for all communities. Céaptidre
NPFstatesthat the O A A bbiade&€38ervicesand amenities suchas education and healthcare,
shops andparks,the leisure andocial interactions available us andthe prospectof securing
Al Bl T Ui$idkringzéo providinga good quality of life for new and existing communities.

The NPF includes National Strategic Outcome 10 which seeks to provide access to quality
childcare, education and health services. This requires an evidedcglanning approach. While
there is no guidance on what infrastructure is required to serviceldpueents of different sizes,

the NPF does provide a hierarchy of settlements and related infrastructure.

With the lack of alternative guidance and in order to provide a policy and evideased
approach to the Assessment, within this Report we use the NPF hierarchy to assess the
infrastructure but defer to catchment specification prescribed in Local DevekaqrRlan Policy.

2.1.2 First Revision to the National Planning Framework

On 8" April 2025, in accordance Section 20C(5)(a) of Blanning and Development Act 208
amended) the Government published the firsy/&ar revision of the NPF. The Revision focuses on
updates to the NPF to reflect significant and sustained population growth observed since the
publication of the NPF in 2018 and updates to Government pomongst other factors. This
section focuses on the main changes reflected in the Draft Revision which can be summarised as
follows:

1 National Population Growth Target increased from 5.8 million to 6.1 million by 2040. This
represents an additional 300,000 people compared with the original NPF and would result
in a total increase of 950,000 people over 2022 Census population figuresprbjected
increase in population is in line with the Economic and Social Research Institute's (ESRI)
baseline population projections contained in their July 2024 outlook.

1 Amends regional population growth targets with thiorthern and WesternRegion

9|Page
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increasing by approximatelyl5),000 additional people between 2022 and 2040
(approximately210,000additional people over 20%2040) i.e. a population géist over 1
million. GalwayCity and Suburbs is expected émcommodate 36,000 of these people,
thereby increasing to a population of over 122,000.

9 Outlines a national requirement for 50,000 homes to be completed per year to satisfy
demand. This is also in line with the ESRI projections, however, it is noted that this does
not take account of existing structural penp demand nor a significant falt household
size (as outlined by the Housing Commission).

1 Places greater emphasis on the accelerated delivery of transport orientated development
(TOD) opportunities at greenfield and brownfield sites adjacent to major public transport
hubs in the five cities, suburbs and metropolitan towns.

Taken together, the revised framework presents the same National Strategic Objectives with
regards to social infrastructure and childcare, but places revised figures in relation to expected
demographic demands and the requirements for significantly morsidential units to be
completed to meet demand.

Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning
Authorities

The Sustainable Residential Development and Compact Settlements Guidelines for Planning
Authorities (2024) provide national planning policy and guidance on sustainable residential
development and the creation of compact settlements in both urban and rural areas in Ireland.

The aim is to promote environmentally friendly practices, efficient land use, and contyauni

focused development. The guidelines recognise the importance of compact growth in urban areas

and the importance of walkable wellesigned neighbarhoods that can meet dajo-day needs

of residents within a short 2@ 15minute walk of homes. These ddg-day needs refer to social
infrastructure, including access to educational facilities and childcare, as essential to good quality

of life, and state that new development should take into consideration the S| needs of the
cdii 0T EOU AT A OEA AQEOOEI ¢C DPOI OEOEITT 1T &£ OAI Ag
3A00I Al AT 066h OEA DPOT AAOGO &I O OEA eAddlaEdd OU 1 £
provision of key community facilities such as amenities, schools, créches and other community
services are referenced as forming essential elements. In applying this methodology, the
COEAAI ET A0 11 O0A EO ximdmiededtihatd ofAnktAl€y&opable aréaitakidg A E A
AAAT O1 O 1T £ EZAAOI OO OOAE A Gandypiadning fdk dake. £1 O OT AAO

The Guidelines promote a move away from segregated land use areas (residential, commercial
and employment) that have reinforced unsustainable travel in favour of mixes
neighbourhoods. Ensuring that there is a good mix and distribution of activitiasara hierarchy

of centres has many benefits in terms of reducing the need to travel and creating active and
vibrant places. It states that specific key principles (noted below) should be applied in the
preparation of local plans and in the consideratidnralividual planning applications:

ay O) 1T AEOU AT A OI x1 AAT OOAO AT A AO EECE AAD
(defined in Table 3.8), development should consist of high intensitgemievelopment
(residential, commercial, retail, cultural and community uses) that respasuigeirand
intensity to the level of accessibility. At major transport interchanges, uses should be planned
in accordance with the principles of Transport Orientated Development.

b) In city and town centres, planning authorities should plan for a diverse range of uses including
retail, cultural and residential uses and for the adaption anseref the existing building
stock (e.g. over the shop living). It is also important tofgiahe activation of outdoor

10|Page
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spaces and the public realm to promote more liveable city and town centres. Much of this can
be achieved though the implementation of urban enhancement and traffic demand
management measures that work together to free up space for active travel and create
spaces that invite people to meet, mingle and dwell within centres.

In areas that are less central, the mix of uses should cater for local services and amenities
focused around a hierarchy of local centres that support residential communities and with
opportunities for suitable neasidential development throughout.

In all urban areas, planning authorities should actively promote and support opportunities
for intensification. This could include initiatives that support the more intensive use of
existing buildings (including adaption and extension) and-usddrlandgincluding for
example the repurposing of car parks at highly accessible urban locations that no longer
require a high level of private car access).

It will be important to align the integration of land uses and centres with public transport in
order to maximise the benefits of public transport.

The creation of sustainable communities also requires a diverse mix of housing and variety in
residential densities across settlements. This will require a focus on the delivery of innovative
housing types that can facilitate compact growth and provideegrbousing choice that
responds to the needs of single people, families, older people and people with disabilities,
informed by a Housing Needs Demand Assessment (HNDA) where possible. Development
plans may specify a mix for apartment and other housimgil@pbments, but this should be
furtherto an evidencdB AOAA (1 OOET ¢ . AAAOG AT A $AIT AT A |

This audit has regard to these Guidelines which set out the distribution of uses and community
infrastructure as being most relevant in the development of new residential areas. These criteria
were considered in the development of the comprehensive infiagtire categories applied
during the course of the study area audit.

Design Standards for Apartmentg Guidelines for Planning Authorities

TheDesign Standards for Apartmergt$suidelines for Planning Authoriti&d25)out policy and
guidance in relation to the planning and development of apartments in all housing or mised
developments that include apartments that may be made available for sale, whether for owner
occupation or for individual lease, or for rental pases.

The guidelineslso includes specific guidance with respect to childcare provision in the design and
development of apartment schemes, as follows:

O.1 OxEOEOOAT AET ¢ OEA 01 ATTETC ' OEAAI ET AO
a review is to be progressed, and which recommend the provision of ecareifédility
(equivalent to a minimum of 20 child places) for every 75 dwellmghmithreshold for
provision of any such facilities in apartment schemes should be established having regard
to the scale and unit mix of the proposed development and the existing geographical
distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging dembgrarofile of the area.

Onebedroom or studio type units should not generally be considered to contribute to a
requirement for any childcare provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part
IO xETTAh O OTEOO xEOE OxI1 10 i10A AAAOI

The document specifies the provision of 1 No. childcare facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20
No. child places) for every 75 No. proposed residential units. The application of this standard is
however, informed by the demographic profile of the area and the existing capacity of childcare

11|Page
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facilities.

In line with the above National Guidelines, any dmedroom units within the proposed
development would have been discounted in estimating the total number of minors (children
aged @4 years) and school going childrenz{B years) expected to reside withithe
development. Instead, in the case of the proposed developméB# No. units have been
included. The estimation of children population and the likely demand for childcare services
arising from them has been further detailed in the Audit in Section 4.0

2.1.5 Action Plan for Education (Statement of Strategy 2023025)

The Department of Education has operatedAaction Planning Framewaid provide an overview

of the activity associated with the strategic progress of the 2@P23 strategy and priorities since
2021. The plan sets out key priorities on an annual basis, with the most recent Plan published in
September 2023. This Plan traatés the strategic priorities to actions and makes progress
towards achieving the higlevel goals for the Department and the sector. The highel
roadmap of how to achieve the DepartheD8 O D OE| GFFafd I OAO WwowQ

1. Enable the provision of highuality education and improve the learning experience to
meet the needs of all children and young people, in schools and early learning and care
settings;

2. Ensure equity of opportunity in education and that all children and young people are
supported to fulfil their potential;

3. Together with our partners, provide strategic leadership and support for the delivery of
the right systems and infrastructure for the sector;

4. Organisational Excellence and Innovation

TheAction Plan for Education (Statement of Strategy 20@35)providesuseful insights into the
requirements for new schooling infrastructure and the standards to ensure-tpigttity learning
for all students.

2.1.6 The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice

The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of FP2808)és part of a wider
package of initiatives designed to facilitate the provision of schools and schelalted
infrastructure within the planning system and in line with the principles of proper planning and
sustainable development. The following core oljees aim to provide an effective integration of
schools in relation to the planning system:

1. Schools provision should be an integral part of the evolution of compact sustainable
urban development and the development of sustainable communities;

2. The provision of any new schools (both primary and gaatnary) should be driven by
and emerge from an integrated approach between the planning functions of Planning
Authorities and the Department of Education; and,

3. Local Authorities, as Planning Authorities, will support and assist the Department in
ensuring the timely provision of school sites.

The document provides guidance when assessing future development potential of certain areas

AT A AOOAAT EOEET ¢ AAT AT A £ O OAET T | Oy bedore O AT A
complex as it involves not just an assessment of likely population growth but also an appraisal of the
capacity of existing pagtrimary schools, coupled with an assessment of the enrolment patterns in
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APEOOET ¢ AT A AT OEAEPAOAA OAAARAAAOS 1T AOQGETT Al OAE

The Code of Practice stipulates the methodology for forecasting future education demand.
Identification of future primary school demands should be based upon:

T G4EA A1 OEAEDPAOAA ET AOAAOGA ET 1 OGAOAIT DI b
next nine years (as set out in relevant development or local area plans);

1 The current schogoing population based on school returns;

i The increase in school going population, assuming that an average of 12% of the
population are expected to present for primary education; and

T 4EA 10i ARO 1T &£ Al AOGOGOITiI O OANOEOAA EI

The Report addresses reasonable estimates of future demand based on the influx of population
arising from the proposed development in a manner that is consistent with national and regional
estimates sourced by CSO results.

Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorite

Appendix 2 of theChildcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authaf2@€) produced by the
Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government state the following with respect to the
provision of new communities/larger new housing developments (Paragraphs 2.4 and 3.3.1 also
refer to this standard):
001 ATTET ¢ AOOEI OEGEAO OEI 601 A OANOGEOA OEA bDOI
housing areas unless there are significant reasons to the contrary for example, development
consisting of single bed apartments or where there are adequatarehfiacilities in
adjoining developments. For new housing areas, an average of one childcare facility for each
¢EY AxAITTETCO xT1 OIA AA APDPOI POEAOA f8Y
The threshold for provision should be established having regard to the existing geographical

AEOOOEAOQOOETT 1T &£ AEEI AAAOA EAAEI EOEAO AT A OEA
This document establishes an indicative standard of 1 No. childcare facility per 75 No. dwellings in
new housing areas, where the facility provides a minimum of 20 No. childcare places. However,
the guidance acknowledges that other caspecific insights ray lead to an increase or decrease
in this requirement. Appendix 2 of the Guidelines states that the threshold and level of potential

provision should be established having regard to the existing geographical distribution of
childcare facilities and the eenging demographic profile of an area.

The results of any childcare needs analysis carried out as part of a County Childcare Strategy
should also be considered.

Regional Planning Policy

Regional Spatial andEconomicStrategy for the Northern and WesternRegion

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strat@ggrthern and Western Regional Assemb{£20)

i O2 3was d@ddpted in January 2020 and also includes the Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan

(MASP) for Galway. This MASP sets aocdinated framework for planning and investment in
Galway City and its environs. The RSES recognises the strategic importance oy @sityvheing
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a connected city and a strategic link for the region. The social, economic and environmental
wellbeing of Galway City and the Northern and Western Region is dependent on transport and
infrastructure investment in order to improve accessibility and connatgtito the County and
areas beyond. The RSES identifies transport investment priorities in accordance with the NDP
investment commitments to bring a number of key enabling schemes to delivery in the Region by
2027 and includes the N6 Galway City Ring R@¥6 GCRR). The RSES also highlights the
importance of Galway Port as a Port of regional significance, the Western Rail Corridor as a rail
project with strategic importance and supports the development of a Strategy for the
electrification of the rail netwrk. It endorses greenway and blueway projects as a priority across
the region and highlights the importance of walking and cycling in facilitating a modal shift to
more sustainable transport options, promoting healthier lifestyles, better traffic managem

and assisting in mitigating climate change.

The RSES states thaSocial Infrastructure plays an important role in developing strong and
inclusive communities. SectioB.6 of theRSES details that the availability of, and access to,
services and facilities, inclusive of healthcare services, education facilites and
community/recreational facilities is key to creating healthier placedthin the Galway
Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan arealhe RSES includes the following Regional Policy
Objectives(RPOsWwhich relate to access tBocialInfrastructureand its overall improvement:

RP03.6.107 Gupport the provision of Childcare, Education and Health Services within
the same timeframes as the residential and employment uses outlineddabove.

RP03.6.47 0The Assembly support the regeneration and development of city centre sites
at Galway Harbour, Ceannt Station and Headford Road 5/M).

Regarding childcare facilities and schools, the RSES states that Local Authorities should consider
demographic trends and patterns when carrying out an assessment of the nee8ofial
Infrastructure.

Section3.6highlights thatsocial infrastructureshould be easily accessible by walking, cycling and
public transport. Shared use and-tacation of facilities should be encouraged, in order to align
service provision, use land more efficiently and facilitate opportunities for further inclusion and
community participation.

TheRSES has been consulted in t@islture andocialinfrastructure Audito ensure the range of
services, community facilities, and standards deemed to improve quality of life are considered

Local Planning Policy
Galway CityDevelopment Plan 20282029

The Galway City Development Plan 28A®9sets out a vision and an overall strategy for the
planning and sustainable development of Galway City. Also included iBé¢velopment Plarare
guiding policies and objectives for the development of Galway in terms of physical growth and
renewal, economic, social, and cultural activity, and environmental protection and enhancement.
While theGalway City Development Plan 292829does not provide specific guidance on the
execution of social infrastructure audjtéhe plan includes a chapter on community development
andculture. The plan recognises the importance of social infrastructure for creating diverse and
vibrant communities that have access to a collection of social amenities that contributes their
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well-being. The plan outlines the key policies and policy objectives aimed at the provision of
general social infrastructure in Sectidgh A key priority of the Development Plan is to create
sustainable neighbourhoods, with a range of household types and tenures located in close
proximity to community facilities and services. The followiRglicies andObjectives set out
belowarein relation to proposed developmesand Community andSociallnfrastructureAudits.

Policy 7.5z Community Facilities

1.

Facilitate a balanced and equitable provision of diverse community services and
faciliies in collaboration with key stakeholders in alignment with the
core/settlement strategy through policies, zoning objectives and specific
designations

Support the location and concentration of local community facilities and services in
accordance with the aim to build sustainable, compact neighbourhoods in line with
OEAI BX®OA AEOUS AT T AADPO O OEAO OEAOGA
cyclirg. Where larger scaled facilities and services are provided these should be
aligned with existing /proposed public transport links.

Ensure that all facilities designed for community use are suitable for use by people
of all ages and abilities in accordance with the Building for Everidmieersal

Design Guidance.

Encourage and facilitate the provision of community facilities and local services of
a nature and scale appropriate to serve the needs of the local community in tandem
with the development of residential areas.

Maintain existing burial grounds and make provision for new cemeteries and
associated services such as a crematorium to serve the existing and future targeted
population of the city

Policy 7.6z Education:

1.

Ensure that sufficient land is reserved for the establishment, improvement or
expansion of education facilities within the city in accordance with the settlement
strategy, targeted population and in collaboration with the Department of
Education and Skil[®ES).
Support the ongoing development and provision of third level education, further
education and lifelong learning in the city.
Facilitate the upgrade and expansion of existing education facilities and the
provision of new education facilities as required, including to:
a) Support the future improvement and sustainable expansion of University
of Galway;
b) Support the development of Atlantic Technological University (ATU);
c) Support the role of the GTI in the delivery of education;
d) Support the role of the GRETB in the delivery of Further Education and
Training in the city.
4. Ensure that the design and layout of all educational establishments incorporate
facilities for sustainable transport measures and public transport.

Palicy 7.7z Childcare:

1.

Facilitate the development of childcare facilities, including afterschool services, at
a number of suitable locations, such as, within residential areas, places of
employment, city centre, neighbourhood and district centres, schools, in the vicinity
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of educational and community establishments and adjacent to public transport
nodes in consultation with the Galway Childcare Committee.

Contribute to the provision of childcare facilities by requiring that such facilities be
provided in conjunction with residential developments over 75 dwelling units. An
exception can only be considered where it can be clearly established and
professionayl supported that adequate childcare facilities already exist to service
the area and where acceptable alternative arrangements to support childcare, play
and or other child specific facilities are deemed acceptable.

Policy 78 z Healthcare Facilities

1.

2.

Promote the delivery and enhancement of health care facilities in the city having
regard to the designated role of Galway as a Regional City under the NPF/RSES.
Support the development and expansion of existing healthcare infrastructure by
the HSE, statutory and voluntary agencies and private healthcare providers to
support the provision of healthcare, including community based care, mental
health and social caservices as appropriate and in accordance with the local need
and the regional role of the city.

Ensure healthcare facilities are delivered in tandem, and at an appropriate scale,
with new residential development and in locations that are easily accessed by
walking, cycling and public transport.

Support the delivery of an enhanced regional healthcare service, including for a new
Emergency Department at University Hospital Galway (UHG) and expanded
hospital services at Merlin Park University Hospital (MPUH) that will serve the
Metropolitan Area anthe wider regional catchment.

Support the delivery of key strategic healthcare infrastructure, including a new
Elective Hospital, within the city with the preferred location at Merlin Park Hospital
campus.

With respect to new development and social infrastructure provision, the Development Plan
states that it should only take place where sufficient schools, parks and other resources are
already in place or are proposed for developméitie proposed development is consistent with

the abovementionedPolicy Objectiveslit provides for higkquality housing,on lands zoned for
residential use, in accordance with the Core Strategy of the Development, Riah in close
proximity to the full range oBSocial andCommunity Infrastructure The proposed development

will providemuchneeded housing development to support the existing and future populatibn

Galway City
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DEMOGRAPHI@ASSESSMENT

To fulfil the strategic priorities of Galway City Council, it is essential that all areas have a strong
sense of community, provide access to natural surroundings, amdwell integrated with
essential services, public amenities, and open spaces. This will contribute to fostering a healthy,
resilient, and sustainable community. To gain insights into the specific requirements of the local
residents, an irdepth examinationof the demographic features of both the Study Area and the
broader Galway City regiohas been conducted using data from the Census of 2016 and 2022.
This analysis aims to identify the significant traits of the local population.

The assessment of the subjesite was examined using the Census 2016 and 2022 results, as the
latest Census available on the CSO website. The scope of the assessment was determined by
overlaying a 1.5 km radius buffer zone over the application lands and assessing the relevant Small
Area Ppulation Statistics (SAPS) Statutory Boundaries. For the subject site, the CSO Small Area
(SA) Statistical Unit (as outlined in purple in Figure 3.1) was selected as the optimal measurement
of local levelnsight. The Study Area selected refers to the aggated data of 6No. Small Area

L A £ oA £ oz oA oz o~ oS Z oA o~ e N

OOAOEOOEAATI OI EOO8 3PAAEALZEAAI T Uh OEA OOBHAU OAC

and economic status, to best understand the needs of the population regarding social and
community facilities. This Study Area is also compat@thrger trends within Galway City.

Demographic Catchment
Legend

E Subject Site

[] study Catchment Area (1.5 kilometre)

[ catchment Small Area Boundary

Figure3.1: Extent of Demographic Study AreaComprising 69 No. CSO Small Area
Boundaries of the Catchment Area

(Source: CSO, 2022, and Thornton O'Connor Town Planning025
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3.1 Population and Age

I AAT OAET ¢ O OEA voww #A1 0060h ) OAT AT A3O DPI D
representing growth of 8.1% from the previous Census in 2Gkway# EOU8 O DI bDOI AOET
at84,414in 2022 an increase from 2016 8f3%, or just oveb, 00 people, and accounts fora%b

I £ ) OAl AT Ad O b TThHe NRFANIEAYds th¢ pbpulAtiontof Galvay Qig/ and Suburbs

to grow by between 40,00815,000 people by 2040 which is an increase of almost 55%. The
Galway City Core Strategyresentsa target, underthe selected50:50 Cityscenarid, to reach

96,167 persons by the end of the curr@wvelopment Plarperiodin 2029 This would see the

population in the City grow by a further 11,753 persons or 13r8% a 2022 baseling-urther

age breakdownsindicate that 19.7%% of the City population in 2022 was 18 years old or under,

while 34,016people @2.0%) were under 30. This comparesli®.6% of the population under 18

years old and3.26 under 30 years old in 2016.

Population, Population, 2016-2022 Change 20162022
2016 2022 (Number) Change (%)
Study Areaz 1.5 14,833 17,121 +2,288 +15.43%
kilometre Radius
Galway City 78,668 84,414 +5,746 +7.30%

Table 3.1: Population Change 20182022

(Source: CSO, 2022)

Over the same period, the population within the Study Area grew sigaificantlyfasterrate,
increasing by2,288 persons {5.4%4). Analysis of CSO data (Table 3.2) illustrates a strong
representation of working age population within the 286 age groupings, withZ76% of the
total resident population classified within these age cohorts. Thg4®age cohort further
highlights this concentration of younger professionals, wi®.9% of the total population
classified in this group. The area had an averageat B.6years which is in close alignment with
GalwayCity. Just8.0% of the population is aged under 14 years clompared to 15.4% at the
City-wide scale, while there was a highgoportion of the resident populatiorf14.96) aged over

65 years old.

Study Area 2016 Study Area 2016 Study Area 2022 Study Area 2022
(Number) (% Total) (Number) (% Total)
0-4 432 2.91% 480 2.80%
5-9 328 2.21% 421 2.46%
10-14 274 1.85% 470 2.75%
1519 740 4.99% 772 4.51%
20-24 2,644 17.83% 2,765 16.15%
2529 1,958 13.20% 2,336 13.64%
30-34 1,620 10.92% 1,702 9.94%
35-39 1,089 7.34% 1,337 7.81%
40-44 730 4.92% 1,165 6.80%
45-49 607 4.09% 945 5.52%
50-54 644 4.34% 745 4.35%
55-59 640 4.31% 772 4.51%
60-64 725 4.89% 664 3.88%

Age Cohort

LFurther refinement of projections completed by the Economic Social Research Institute (ESRI) and published as
Housing Supply Target Methodology for Development Pla®éatjon 28Guidelines 2020).
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Age Cohort Study Area 2016 Study Area 2016 Study Area 2022 Study Area 2022
(Number) (% Total) (Number) (% Total)
65-69 4.60% 639 3.73%
70-74 4.02% 585 3.42%
7579 3.02% 520 3.04%
80-84 2.46% 409 2.39%
85+ 2.10% 394 2.30%

Total , 100.00% 100.00%
Table 3.2: Number and Percentage of the Total Population each Age Cohort 2036
2022
(Source: CSO, 2022)

In terms of cohort stability, the working age populati¢20z64 yearshas remained broadly the
same in the period since 2016, increasind.t806persons, and maintaining a similar proportion
of total population at 7.26 in 2022. This is also true for older cohorts with persons aged 65+
growing by justl45persons since 2016. Thaumber of people under 14 years of age has
increased since 2016, witB37more children in the catchmenfa single percentage point
increase in terms of overall population compositiofrowth in population acrossall age
cohorts indicates increasin demand requirements for social infrastructure. Growti
population in younger age groups would indicate #mtreasing demand for facilities and
services such as sport and recreation. It also indicateszaseddemand for schooling and
childcare infrastructure into the future. rAincreasingproportion of population in older age
groups indicateshigherdemand for health facilities and aged care in the Study Area.

3.2 Household Composition

The Study Area consists af near even mix of dwellings with 56.58f6dwelling units in 2022
registered asHouses, while 43.2% were classified as Apartment uriRates of owner
occupancy in the area are comparatively low with just 35.0% of households owing their own
home (with or without mortgage) with 49.6% of households privately rented, and the
remaining a furthe#.0% socially rentedThe average household size in 2022 w&8persons

per household, below the average fGalwayCity (262 persons per household). Sona&. B6 of

all households consist of 1 No. person, with a furtB&i@6 consisting of 2 person households,
and just ¥.8% of all households consisting of 4 No. or more persons living together (Table 3.3).
Both GalwayCity and the Study Area have a similar profile of persons per household but the
Study Area hasotably higher proportion of 2-person householdand lower proportion of 4
peron and large households.

Compositional data indicates thaaist 25.%% of all households contaghildren In analysing the
AOAAEAT xT 1T &£ O3ETCI Agv BA®AIT O EA G GAGE 111 TAGA A 10 EOE
DAOOI T hOATOAGNAGT PAOOI T O 1EOETC ET 22@h &l ! AAT |
ET OOAET 1 AO AOA AlNGOEAXEFRAAHIGAEGT AdideAndightolirAdbds.i O

Taken collectively, the data suggests that the catchment area primarily consists of single young
professionals living in apartmés or shared houses, with some concentrations of families with

children or retired households located to the west and neetist of the catchment.
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1 Person Households 27.7% 25.5%
2 Person Households 35.9% 30.6%
3 Person Households 19.0% 19.2%
4 Person Households 10.7% 15.1%
5+ Person Households 6.8% 9.6%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

3.3

Education Level Study Area % of Total Galway City % of Total
No Formal Education 170 1.4% 672 1.4%
Primary Education 482 4.0% 3,156 6.5%
Secondary Education 2,179 18.2% 12,035 24.8%
Third Level Education (Any Level) 4,542 38.0% 20,457 42.2%
Postgraduate or Higher 2,151 18.0% 8,301 17.1%
Not Stated 2,421 20.3% 3,896 8.0%
Total 11,945 100.0% 48,517 100.0%

3.4
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Galway City Households 2022

Household Type

Study Area Households 2022

Table 3.3: Persons Per Household in the Study Area and Galway Ciy022

(Source: CSO0, 2022)

Education

4EA 1 AOCAOO DPOI BT OOEIT 1T £ OAOEAABWDIO20E2AThIs AT | DI

is comparableto, although slightly lesshan, the levels of educational attainment iGalway
City, with424u 1T £ OEA DI DOl ACGEI T EAOET CoutlskigniidarliOAA &4
higher than the national average. It should be noted that a furtt®©0% of the population have

Al 61 Al i bl AAABAOGAT ®AOAAGEIT T O (ECEA0O8 AO OE,
17.%% inGalwayCity, and justl.gqw x AOA OAAT OAAA AO EAOET ¢ O.1
together, these figures indicate well-educatedpopulation in the Study Area, that surpasses

attainment inmost areas of the county anthationally.

Table 3.4: Population Aged 15+ Years by Highest Level of Education Completed in
Galway City and the Study Areg 2022
(Source: CSO0, 2022)

Affluence and Deprivation

The purpose of an affluence and deprivation index is to assess social conditions using a single
indicator. ThePobal HP Deprivation Indé022) is used by public bodies across Ireland to

identify potentially disadvantaged communities and target investment/policy to improve the

quality of life and access to opportunities for those living in them. The subject site is located in
anarea(bask 11 371 Al1 | OAAOQ OEAO EO Al AOOEEAEAA EI
This profile is highly contrasted spatially, with areas closdfye Squard | AOOEAEAA AO O
while areas closer t€laddaghA OA 1 AOCA T MarghilyB@ GEXEEIAGA VMC AD 8 4 E
suggests a need to provide for a diverse mix of social and community infrastructure to cater for

AT OE T AAAO8 4EA ACCOACAOA OAIT OET C 1T &£ O- AOCET /
higher than average educational attainmgnlower levels of unemployment, low age
dependency, lower rates of disability, etc. relative to other parts of the country.
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Employment

The economic profile, based on Census 2022, indicates a young population with a large cohort
of the population in the 2@19 age cohorts. The area continues to have an active workforce age
bracket, with a high proportion of the population at work. The mi#jpof the population over

XY UAAOO 1 £ ACA AOA AAOZmh)OhEOdekentdgd of Peodle 71 OE
unemployed in the area is loweb.B%) thanGalwayCity 6.7%6). The percentage of students
(16.™0) in the Study Area is also marginally higliean the percentage of students iBalway

City (1.0%). Galway City is considered a major destination for higher education (National
University of Ireland Galway, and Galwkayo Institute of Technology are located in the city
with a combinedenrolment ofover 25,000No. student$ and thus has a higher proportion of
population classified as student that is seen nationally (11.1%). The number of people retired in
the Study Area is marginally higher (14.7%) to that of Galway City (13.3%).

The Galway City Centre corarea would be classified as a major employer, giitercentral

location. The daytime population of the Study Area was registeredt2061No. persons in

2016. This refers to those persons that are typically located within the area during the daytime

hours for school, work or living and not leaving for work. S@hg91INo. persons are employed

within the Study Area, classifying és the largest mployment destination inGalway City.

Those working in the area largely do so i& © EeAu@atiod, human health, and social work
activitesd 34jjmqh 1T O OxET 1 AQaMAh | OADAE L OOADEST h Al i
financial services (14.4%piven these employment opportunities the Study Area will continue

to attract population of working age.

Religion, Transport and International Community

Within the Study Areas4.2v | £ OEA DI pO1I AGEI 1T EAAT GE&AZU AO O
26.2%% identifying as religious and likely have some need for religious place of worship. Equally,
ensuring there is adequasmmunity infrastructureto help diverse communities feel included

and empowered is critical. The Study Area has a comparably large international community

with 30.26 of the local population born outside of Ireland.

A Igrge'prpp'or:[iop (46.%) of the resident population rely on green modes of transport for daily .
portion of transportation. Daily commuting patterns sho@0.8% of trips to work/school are

under 30 minutes, withju2.9v ET AEAAOET ¢ A OOAOAIT OEI A T &£ 160
i SOEOAO 1T 0 0AOOAT CAOQH 284 bf AIIWEID DVenents indidatin A OA Al
an increasingcar-free community. ®me 18.4% of households do not access to a Car.

219.5% of the population did not state their religion in 2022, which constitutes the remaining percentage value.
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FACILITIERUDIT

Asstatedpreviously the subject sitemeasuringl.62Ha in area, is situated in the Docks area of
Galway City, immediately southeast of Lough Atalia Road and the city centre. The site is largely
composed of reclaimed lands close to where Lough Atalia connects with Galway Bay, and is a
short walk from both Ere Square and Galway (Ceannt) Train Station, and is proximal to all the
amenities of the core city centre retailing area, such as restaurants, cafes, shops, and
entertainment venues. The central locatigmovides great connections to other major cities,
allowing for easy travel and transport via the existing bus and rail networks.

The Study Areafor this Assessments definedby a1.5 km radiusf the subject site, equivalent

to a c. 15to 20-minute walking distance, which is considered accessible to future residents of
the proposed development. No prescribed spatial distances have been defined by Galway City
Council within the Galway City Development Plan 2@2829 as the radius for future
Community, Cultureand Socialinfrastructure Audits. As such, given that the subject site is
located on the coast, witl substantial areaccuped by Galway Bay and Lough Atalia, it was
judged that a typical 1 km walkable distance (< 15 minutes) should be extendedkm 1b
capture, survey and include all relevant infrastructure to the Study Area and the proposed
development.

Thesurvey identified a large range of community facilities within Btedy Area. A total of 7
No. categories of facilities that align with thEolicies set out in théevelopment Plarwere
utilised for thisAudit. Some170No. community, cultural osocial infrastructure facilitieg/ere
identified as part of thigiudit within a radius ol.5km of the subject site

Category ‘ Facility Type

Educationand Training Services | Primary, PostPrimary, Third Level, Furthétducation,
Other LifelongTrainingCentres

ChildcareFacilities Registered Childcare Faciliti&scl. Full Day, PafTime
and Sessional Services
Social, Community and Cultural | Community Centres, Libraries, Senior and outh
Facilities Centres, Post OfficesBanks and Credit Uniong
Museums, Galleries, Theatres, Cinemas, Music Ven
Historical Cultural Sites

Healthcare and Emergency| Hospitals, Health Centres, Primary Care Centre

Services Doctors and Specialty ClinicdDental, Physiotherapy,
Counselling, Optician, Pharmacgarda Stations, Fire
Stations

Open Spaceand Recreation Parks, Playing Pitches, Playgrounds, Sports Centr

and Clubs, Leisure Centres, Gymand Training
Facilities, Swimming Pools

ReligiousInstitutions Areas of Worship, Churches, Cemeteries

Retail Centres andServices Convenience Retailing, Other Relevant Retail
Table4.1: Community Infrastructure CategoriesApplied to Audit
(Source: A4ET OT OTT /6#1 117202941 x1 01 AT1TET Ch
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Figure4.1: Principal Study Area

(Source:Bing Maps,Annotated By
AETOTOTT /18#1T 111
Planning, 2025)

Context Map
Legend

D Subject Site

__ Indicative 1 km Radius

|:| Study Catchment Area (1.5 Kilometre)
. Bus Eireann Bus Stops
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4.1 Education Facilities

A Schools Demand Assessmeimas been carried oub examine the capacity of existing primary
and postprimary school facilities located in the vicinity of trgubject site, alongside the
demographic demands, to understand the direction of demand and the resulting need for
additional schooling infrastructure in the future.

A methodology for the assessment of educational facilities and schools has been developed in
accordance with the directions provided in planning policy, and it involves the following steps:

1. Defining a Study Area using relevasytatial jurisdictions

2. A demographic and socieconomic evaluation of the composition of population within
the Study Area;

3. Determining the extent and provision of existing educational facilities and schools within

the Study Area; and
4. Estimating the level of demand for schools that may arise from the development proposal.

In accordance with current guidelines, the followiBgction provides an examination of local need

for educational facilities at the subjestte and its wider surroundings. Accordingly, the latest data
was obtainedrom the Departmentof Education and Skills,Primary Online Database(POD¥ and

the National School Census, for existing educational facilities in the locality. Reporting also
provides detail on the current and future capacity of existing and planned schools in the area. The
aim of this assessment is to establish projected demand for school places whikhiexisting
schools network generated by the proposed development.

3Department of Education and SkilisNational School Annual Census for 202025, which is returned via the Primary Online
Database (POD). This includes both the Census and the Special School Annual Census. Only schools aided by the Department of
Educationand Skillsare included in this list. Data was publishighe 2024 and is the latest available ashfly2025.
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Existing Education Provision

Legend
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4.1.1 Primary Schools

The7No. existing primary schools identified withihe catchmentheld a combined enrolment of
1,669 No. students during the 2022025 school year as pdahe Department of Education and
Skills (DES) record&ll 7No. ofthe schools identifiecare co-educational (mixed) schools. The
primary school that is located nearest to the subject sBeN PADRAIC NAORMational School
Zidentified in blue in Tabld.2) held a ceeducational enrolment 0231No. students ir2024/2025.

30pbP1 Al AT OAOU O1F OEA AT O1T11 AT O ET & O0i AGET 1T AA
websites and the 20&2026 3 AET | 1 O8 s NoficesEv&sOcrfiedd out inune 2025 by
AET OTO1TT /8#11T1T1T0 41 x1 o1 ATTETC O AT OOOA OEAC

Audit. Table4.2 provides a detailed breakdown of this available capacity per school. As per
Section 63 of theeducation (Admissions to School) 2218, schools are required to publish an
Annual Admissions Notice each year with key information about the annual admissions process.

This review helped determine the trend in schools for admitting students into the classes each
year. For the2025/2026 academic year, thé\dmissionsNotices for primary schools indicated a
total enrolment capacity o0228No. students in thecatchment(224No. spaces for Junior Infants,
and4 No. spaces for Other Years). The228No. places refer to the places made available each
academic cycle resulting from graduatiog movingstudents, rather than any additional capacity

to the overall schooling infrasticture. Where schools have not provided sufficient information on
their intake for the next academic year, these have been assumed to be zero.

Distance 2024-202%5 Available Capacity per

No. Roll No. School Name from Site Females Males School Websites
(km) Enrolment (2025/26)

Junior Other Total
Infants | Years
1 01013N SCOIL CROI IOSA 1.2 74 62 136 | 20 0 20
2 04515G SCOIL AN LINBH I0SA 0.8 144 117 261 | 40 1 41
3 16750J PAROCHIAL N S 0.9 36 35 71| 11 0 11
4 16937C S N FHURSA 1.4 102 98 200 | 20 0 20
5 16943U NIOCHLAS N S 0.8 115| 156 271 | 36 3 39
0 Jo 30
7 19371Q S N IOGNAID 1.1 229 270 499 | 67 0 67
Total 782 887 | 1,669 224 4 228
Table4.2: RecordedEnrolments for Primary Schools
(Source: DES, 205, and Individual School Admission Notices2025

Table 4.3elow provides information on each of the primary schools, inclusive of their enrolment
numbers for the previousONo. academic yearR014z2015t0 2024z2025). Changes over the last

5 and 10 years are presented to provide an understanding of trandse recent and more
distance pastThe overall enrolment figure associated with tlié&lo. primary schoolsvithin the
catchmenthasdecreased over the pastdnd 10No. years(56 No. fewer childrerover the past

10 No. yeark despite the population increasen thecity. S N PADRAIC NAOMational School
(identified in blue in Tabld.3), hasdecreasedmarginallyto 231No. students inthe 202472025
academic yea(from 232No. students in 204-2015). Thisareahas enough capacity to grow with
increases irthe populationof the areainto the future, andwould indicate that there is available
capacity within the existing primary schools.

4 Section 62 of this Act requires that, frontt February 2020Boards ofManagement have 3No. months to revise their
Admission Policies in line with the commenced provisions ofAbe
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Catchment

Roll No. School Name

Enrolment Year

14/15

19/20

24/25

Historic Change
5-year (20z25)

10-year (1525)

(\[o}

01013N | SCOIL CROI IOSA 89 128 136 8 47
04515G | SCOIL AN LINBH I0S 188 205 261 56 73
16750J | PAROCHIAL N S 93 86 71 -15 -22
16937C | SN FHURSA 248 260 200 -60 -48
16943U | NIOCHLAS N S 304 288 271 -17 -33
177841 SNPADRAIC NAOFA 232 205 231 26 -1
19371Q | S N IOGNAID 571 539 499 -40 -72
Total 1,725 1,711 1,669 -42 -56
Table4.3: Existing Primary Schools Enrolment Figures2013z2014 to 202472025
(Source: DES,2025

Thereare 2 No.specialeducationschook located withinthe 15km catchment(Table4.4), that
held an enrolment ofl47No. students in the 20&2025 academic yearAdmissions Notices

indicate the enrolment capacity in the 22026 academic yeato be approximately24 No.
places.

202372024

I hool | | Available Capacity per
o Sehool Hame Females| ~ Maes School Websites (20/26)

Enrolment

1 192010 Lakeview School 20 54 74 12
2 20070J| ROSEDALE SCHOOI 33 40 73 12
Total 147 24
Table4.4. RecordedEnrolments for Special EducatiorSchool
(Source: DES,2025 and Individual School Admission Notices2025

Table4.5indicates that the enrolment figures fahe specialeducationschoolin the areahave
generally increaseffom the 2@0z2021academic year to the 2822025academic yeamwith the
total enrolmentincreasng by 41 No. studentsover the period

2020 2021z 202% 202% 202&
School Roll No. 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Lakeview School 192010 41 50 54 65 74
ROSEDALE SCHOOL 20070J 65 69 69 70 73
Total 106 119 123 131 147

Table4.5: Existing SpecialEducation School Enrolment Figures2020z2021 to 20247
205
(Source: DES, 2025
4.1.2 PostPrimary Schools

There were 5 No. postprimary schoas identified within the catchmentwhich held a ce
educational enrolment o2,973No. students during the 2022025 school year, as pethe
Department of Education and Skills (DES) recordmrolment in Galway City & Oranmore
Educate Together Secondary Schdmlentified in blue in Table 4.3)hich opened in 201%as
increased to350No. students in the 2022025 academic year (fron37No. students in 209z
2020. Galway City & Oranmore Educate Together Secondary School is a mixedlgzational
school currently holding a temporary residence in the city centre, with plans to bunew
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secondary school with capacity for one thousand students from the approximate30Qz350

No. student capacity currently). As of May 2024 it was announced that An Blea@halahas
approved a compulsory purchase order to acquire lands in Oranmore for a new secondary school.
The site at Coast Road i&8 east of Galway City, andkin northwestof the centre of Oranmore

and will significantly increase the capacity for pgstmary places in the catchment in the coming

years

30pb1 Al AT OAoOU O1 OEA AT o111 AT O ET &l Oi AGETT AA
website and the 20220263 AET T 1 06 ! ATl EOOET T June 20EByAhormtdnrO AA OO
[ 6#1T1TT1TO0 417 x17 o1 ATTEITC O AT OOOA OEAQGuUdAOAEIT AA

Table 46 provides a detailed breakdown of this available capacity. As per Section 63 of the
Education (Admissions to School) Act 26&Bools are required to publish an Annual Admissions
Notice each year with key information about the annual admissions process.

This review helped determine the trendtime school for admitting students into the classes each
year. For the 2022026 academic year, theAdmissionsNotice for the post-primary school
indicated a total enrolment capacity 866No. students b47No.spacedor First Years, anéiNo.
spaces for Other Years). TheSB6No. places refer to the places made available each academic
cycle resulting from graduatingnd movingstudents, rather than any additional capacity to the
overall schooling infrastructure.

Distance 2024-20% Available Capacity per
. | Roll No. School Name fro(r:”ilte Females | Males Enrolment  School Websites (2025/26)

First Other Total
Years | Years
1 | 62960H | St Joseph's Collegg 0.8 0 767 767 150 1 151
2 | 62970K Co'a'séej'og”a'd 1.0 281 | 355 | 636 104 2 106
Galway City &
68347V Oranmore Educate _ 72 0 72
Together
Secondary School
4 | egagsy| Colaiste Muire 13 204 | 471 | 765 144 6 | 150
Méathair
Galway
5 | 71400Q Community 15 206 249 455 77 0 77
College
1,964 2,817
Table4.6: RecordedEnrolments for PostPrimary School
(Source: DES, 2025 and Individual School Admission Notice2025

Table4.7 providesan overviewof the post-primary schook within the catchment, inclusiveof

their enrolmentnumbersaccordingto data publishedby the DESfor the academicyears2014z

2015 to 2024z2025. Changes over the last 5 and 10 years are presented to provide an
understanding of trends in the recent and more distance past.highlighted in Table Z, the
overall enrolment figure associated with tdNo. postprimary schoasin the catchment area has
increased during this period fro@459No. t02,973No. pupils514No. additional pupil$20.9%).

This indicates recent growth in demand f@ost-primary school infrastructure within the
catchment andindicates a continued demand for additional pgstimary school places within

the city.
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Catchment Enrolment Year Historic Change

Roll No. School Name 14/15 19/20 24/25 ot
year
62960H St Joseph's College 757 | 755 | 767 12 10
62970K Colaiste lognaid S.J. 624 | 627 | 636 9 12
68347V Galway City & Oranmore Educate Together Secondal 313 350
School
68405J Colaiste Muire Mathair 441 | 626 | 765 | 139 324
71400Q Galway Community College 637 | 265 | 455 190 -182
Total 2459 2,310 2,973 663 514
Table4.7: Existing Post-Primary School: Enrolment Figures2014z2015to 202472025

(Source: DES, 20%)
4.1.3 Future Demand Analysis
4.1.3.1 Demographic GrowtProjection

In November 2021, thBepartmentof Educationand Skills(DESYyeportedthat enrolmentfigures
for primary schoolsin Ireland were likely to have reachedpeak levelsin 2019, and will fall

gradually to a low point in 2033 (see Figure 4.3), in line with revised migration and fertility

assumptionsfor the countryasawhole. Thelatest statisticalreleasé by the DESin this respect
states:

O %1 O inprifnar@@oolsn Irelandin 2020stoodat 561,41 Hownbyalmost6,0000n 2019
(567,716)Enrolmentsare now projectedo fall overthe comingyearsunderall scenarios,and
underthe M1FZ scenariawill reacha low point of 440,551by 2033.Thisis 120,860lowerthan
O1 A Agurd Enrolmentsvill riseagainthereafterandareprojectedo standat 474,88&y 2040,
ariseof some34,300@verthe seven year2033o W ®| ®8 6

The study also concluded thabst-primary schoolenrolments however,will likely reachpeak
enrolmentlevelsin 2024(seeFigure4.4). TheDESReport® states:

O %1 OT linipdsiprnaryschoolshaverisenby 26,923(8%)overthe pastfive yearsand are
projected to continuesing over thehort term.UnderM1F2they are projected to peain 2024
with 408,794%upils some29,610higherthaninW d W d 8 6

50ur Lady’s College 68285C and St. Mary’s College 62980N have amalgamated into Colaiste Muire Mathair 68405J as per

the Dept. of Education

6 Source:Projections of Fullime Enrolment: Primary and Second Level, ZZIID(DES, November 2021)gp6.

T4EA #3180 2ACEIT AT 01 bPOI AGEIT 001 EAAOGETIT O OOEI EOA OE@ O0OAO
fertility, mortality trends and external migration from and to each region. The Department of EducationSkillsanticipates

that M1F2 is the most likely scenario regarding migration and fertility, which encompasses the assumption of high migration

and low fertility falling from 1.8 to 1.6 by 2031.

8 Source:Projections of Fullime Enrolment: Primary and Second Level, ZZIMD(DES, November 2021)gpll
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Figure 1 Actual and projected enrolments in primary schools, 1989-2051
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Figure4.4: Actual andProjected Enrolmentsin Primary Schools 1989z2051,0rganised
by Growth Projection ScenariosCreated by the CSO
(Source: DES,202])
Figure 2 Actual and projected enrolments in post-primary schools, 1989-2051
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Figure4.5:

(Source:

Actual and Projected Enrolments in Post-Primary Schools 198972051,
Organisedby Growth Projection ScenariosCreated by the CSO

DES, 2021)
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4.1.3.2 Potential Impact onCatchment Schools

Usingthe projected enrolment figures’ for the West Region,as setout in the Department of
EducationAT A  3PEjedtidndddrull-Time Enrolment: Primarynd Second Level, 202204Q

the study canextrapolate future enrolment for the 2028/2029 academicyear for Galway City

The 2038/2029 academic year has been selected in this study as the year the proposed
development should be completed and occupied. TReport projectsthe enrolment figuresin
primary schools within the West Region to drop by 15.24 betweenthe academic years
2024/2025 and 2038/2029 (4 year period) Applying this future projection figure to the current
enrolment figures withirthe Galway Citycatchment schoold is estimated that enrolments ithe

7 No. primary schools identified in thAssessment are set to reduce Bp2No. spaces byhe
2028/2029 academicyear.

At the postprimary level, theReport projects the enrolment figures tdecreasemarginally by
3.0 betweenthe 4 academic yeardrom 2024/2025 to 2028/2029. This would result in an
decrease 008 No. children in theés No. postprimary school identified withinhe catchmentby

the 2028/2029 academic year. We note that the indicative change figures provided are an
estimate of potential enrolmentsind arebased on the regional population projections included
in the DESReport®and do not represenbcalisedvalues.

Catchment ‘ Enrolment Year
‘ 24/25 28/29 % Change Esmate Change
Primary Schools? 1,669 1417 -15.1% decrease -252
PostPrimary Schools (5) 2,973 2,875 -3.3% decrease -98
Table4.9: Projected Enrolment Trendsz 2025to 2029
(Source: DES, 2@4)

4.1.3.3 ProjectedDemand Generatedy Proposed Development

Theproposeddevelopmentwill comprise356No. units, of whichfor this study all aressumedo
be ableaccommodatea children(1-bedroomunits are includedfor this study as they reflect the
existing housing stock and census findihg$he averagehouseholdsize in the Study Area
recordedby the 2022 Censuswas 2.38 No. personsper household,which generatesa total
indicativepopulationof 848 No. personsvhenapplied to the proposeddevelopment.

Assuming the proposed development will preserve the same cohort proportions represented at
Study Aredevel 6eeTable 4.10 below) then the development is likelygeneratean indicative
populationof 90 No. children(betweenthe agesof 0z18years)when appliedto the total number

of units. Of thisfigure, anestimated66 No. childrenwould be consideredschoolage(including35
No.primary schoolchildrenand 31 No. post-primary schoolchildren), as per the age cohorts
recordedfor Galway City'in the Censug022(Table4.10).

9 Source:Projections of Fullime Enrolment: Primary and Second Level, ZTAD(DES ,2021), Table 4.
10SourceProjections of Fullime Enrolment: Primary and Second Level, ZIRID(DES, 2021), Table 7.
11Source:https://www.cso.ie/px/pxeirestat/Statire/SelectVarVal/Define.asp?maintable=E3003&PLanguage=0
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Pre-School Children Primary School Children PostPrimary School
(0z4 years) (C4VACED) Children (1318 years)

480 713 620 17,121

Age Group Total Population

Study Area 2022‘

Population

% of Total Cohort ‘ 2.80% 4.16% 3.62% 100%
Table4.10: Breakdownof 0718 Year Age Cohort forStudy Area

(Source: CSO, 2@2)

Having regard to the foregoing, thdevelopment has the potential to generate an additio®4B
No. persons within the area, including an estimat®@No. children (including@6 No. primary
school children an@0No. postprimary school children), when fully occupied.

4.1.4 Completed andPlanned Infrastructure

The Department of Education and Skills (DES) announced in April 2018, as part of their School
Building Programme, that more than 40 No. new primary and pardtary schools were to be
established throughout the country by 2022. Since 2018, over 40 No.sohwols have been
completed across the country. Subsequent additions to the School Building Programme list have
been announced each year between 2018 and 2024 in line with demographic and local needs
analyses. A small number of the 42 No. schools fromattiginal list have not been completed as

of 2025 or have been deferred for a variety of reasares flanning, phasing, or demographics).

The Galway City Development P12623%2029 notes that educational infrastructure will need to

be improved in order to meet future population demarielevant to the subject site, and the

current demands for posprimary places in particular, there agNo. post-primary school sites

and 1 Nospecialschool sitethat hasbeen designated to meet the needs fEA # EOUBJ O COI
population (including of the proposed developmems ofJune2025, the status of these projects

to increase capacity in the areae as follows

1 The Department has identified and purchased a permanent site to accommodate the
1,000pupil capacity Galway Educate Together pgsimary school that was established
in 2019 to serve the Galway city and Oranmore school planning areas as a regional
solution (capacity of current school eEpproximately30Qz350No students) As of May
2024, it was announced that An Borélleanalahas approved a compulsory purchase
order to acquire lands in Oranmore for a new secondary schda.site at Coast Road
is 8km east of Galway City, and 1km northwest from the centre of Oranmore and will
significantly increase the capacity for pegtimary places in the catchment in the
coming yearsAs ofthe June 2025elease ofthe School Building Programme status
report this project is reported at Pre Stage 1.

1 In June 2024, Galway City gave plannlng perm|SS|on foeva 1 OOOpupll secondary
school to be builtin DangapA O A 1T Ax iA £ O 30 *1 OAPEGO
holding acapacityof 750 No. students)Thepermltted development, on a site close to
the University of Galway sports campus off the Galv@ifden Road, will involve the
construction of a modern 11,134 square metre school to include classrooms, a PE/multi
purpose Hall, a twezlassroom Special Needs Unit agidecialist room accommodation.

As ofthe June 2025 release tife School Building Programme status report this project
is reported at Stage 2b (Detailed Design).

1 The Department of Education has given the-gbead for a new permanent building for
Galway's Abalta Special School, which will be located in Oranmore. Abalta Special
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School will provide 26lo. new classrooms, aubstantialincrease over the currer No.
that they can support at Parkmore East Business PAgkofthe June 2025 release thie
School Building Programme status repgpitiis project is reported at Pre Stage 1.

The Department also has building projects at primary, ppstnary and special schools across
GalwayCity and County, including new school buildings for Scoil Chaitriona Junior and Senior

Schools, Cuan na Gaillimhe Community National School, Rosedale Special School, Scoil Mhuire,

Moycullen and St. Teresa's Special School, among others. There are also multiple lasgyaahd
scale extension projecigannedacross the county.

TheMinister for Education (Norma Foley) responded to a parliamentary question on educational
capacity inGalway Cityn May 2024 noting that

s part of planning for September 2024, data on applications for admission has been
received by the Department from ppetary schools across areas of enrolment pressure,
including Athenry, Oranmore and Galway City and updated data on offers and am®ptan
continues to be received as admissions processes transact. The sharing of this data has been
very effective in the identification of school place requirements across the areas. In the
majority of areas through the work of schools, patrons, managerodigtisband the
Department, there are sufficient school places available to meet the needs of children in the
area. However, there is an identified requirement for additional first year places in the
Galway City and Athenry School Planning Area and the bapdrhas been liaising with

schools and patrons in this respect, with a view to advancing a solution as soon as possible.

The Deputy will appreciate that there can often be significant overlap across areas and
schools and the nature of the admissions processes is quite complex. As a result there can
be multiple iterations, where applicants may accept a place but subseogeffidyed and

accept a place at a second school, freeing up capacity at the first school accepted. In that
context, while some applicants may not yet have received an offer of a school place for
2024/25, families can be assured that all children whaeegsihool place will be provided

with one. The Department is continuing to work with schools and patrons to ensure that
there are sufficient school places available, and to put any required solutionsaf place.

It is judged that the proposed level of educational infrastructure can support the ongoing
residential development occurring iGalway City and that the Department of Education will
progress thesustainabledevelopment of new schooling infrastructure to meet future demand

Conclusion

There are7 No. existing primary school§ No. existingpost-primary schoobnd 2 No. existing

special education schoot the catchment area, to which the subject site belorifjsese facilities
cater to a student population df,669 No. primary school students arl973No. post-primary

schoolstudents and have demonstrated different levels of growth in the redghyearperiod,

with primary school enrolments decreasing b8.2%6 and post-primary school enrolments
increasingby 20.9%% over the same period.

With respectto future enrolments, it is noted that an approximatel5.26 decreasein primary
school enrolments and an approximate 3.3%6 decreasein post-primary schoolenrolmentsis
anticipatedbetween the academic yea2024/2025 and2028/2029, but will fall graduallyto a
low point by 2039 Figure 4.5)with respectto the most recent regional population projections

1250urce https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/question/20245-28/58/
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publishedby the DES.The visible decline in enrolments at primaryschool level is in line with
government demographic projections, and is expected to continue to 2033. Pogtrimary
school enrolments are projected to peak in 202/2025, and it isthus likely that Galway City
will see a reduction in the need for places into the remainder of the decade.

The Galway City Development Plan 262®9 notes that educational infrastructure will need to

be improved in order to meet future population demand. Relevant to the subject site, and the
current demands for posprimary places in particular, there are 2 No. ppsimary school sites

and 1 No. speal school site thahavebeen designated to meet the needs of future residentse T
additional capacity being provided by all of these projects is being considered in the context of
the projected future requiremets in the area. Moreover, the planned infrastructure @alway
Cityhas already been specifically earmarked as a result of the demographic modelling carried out
by the DES across various national, regional and local levels to cater for demand over the next 20
No.years.

Admissions Notices from schools within the catchment indicate a healthy combined to%d4of
No. spaces availabldor incoming Junior Infant&irst Yearsof which228No. spacesare available
in primary schools an856No. spacesare available ipost-primary schools.

The development has the potential to generate an additio848 No. persons within the area,
including an estimated®6 No. children (including % No. primary school children and 3 No.
post-primary school children),when fully occupied. It isur opinionthat the potential school
demand generatedy the proposed development can be absorbed by the available capdnity
combination with the plannedducationinfrastructure to be developed by the Department of
Education in the coming yearespecially in ligh of projections that see enrolments decreasing
due to currentdemographic compositions.
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4.2  Childcare

This assessment identifies 11 No. TUSLA registered childcare facilities withttkm radius of

the subject site, it illustrates their maximum potential capacities based on the latest TUSLA
inspection data, and their levels of accessibility with respect to walkable distances from the
subject lands. These facilities were reported as hgwncombined total capacity of9 No.
childcare places at the time of the survejufie 202k Table 411below provides facilitylevel
detail for each of the childcare gviders considered in the study alongside maximum insured
capacity, including full day, patime and sessional services.

'T AgAT ETAOCETT T &£ Al xAU #EOU #1 O1TAEI SO0 /11 EI
development pipeline consisted of no additional granted planning applicatifmschildcare

facilitiesin the Study Area as @diune 2025However, we note Condition No. 2(d) assigned by An

Bord Pleandla in respect of the Ceannt Station / Augustine Hill development (Reg. Ref. 2047, ABP

Ref. 310568) required the provision of a childcare facility with adequate space for 80 No. children.

The demographic profile of this areg@rovided in Section 3.@lso provides a baseline for
understandingthe pre-school age populatioandthe emerging demand for childcare facilities in

the area.
. - Distance . [elestie
TUSLA ID Childcare Facility Service Type Max
(km) .
Capacity
TU2017GY504 St. Pat's PreSchool And Afterschool 0.69 Part Time 39
TU2015GY22] SALI Childcare Service Ltd 0.81 Full Day 57
St. Nicholas' Préschool Service Activity Sessional u
TU2015GY23§ Club-Claddagh 0.90
Full Day / Part Time 39
TU2015GY223 Naionra lognaid 1.14 / Sessional
Scoil Croi losa Presentation Early Year Sessional 22
TU2015GY227 Services 1.22
Full Day / Part Time 7
TU2015GY146 Little Red Hen Creche 1.25 / Sessional
TU2015GY01( Amy's Montessori and Afterschool 1.38 Sessional 11
TU2015GY00€ Acorn PreSchool 1.40 Sessional 7
TU2015GY204 Oakwood Creche 1.50 Full Day / Part Time 29
TU2015GY261 The Oak Tree Ltd 1.50 Full Day 30
TU2015GY19] Naionra Scoil Caitriona 1.50 Sessional 21
Total (Within 1.5km
Cfatchment) 296

* Source:Combinationof: TUSLAInspections(Basedon AM) and TUSLAListing (June 202bProvidedBy Fingal County Council.
Table4.11: Current Capacity ofExisting Childcare Facilities in a 1.5 km Studirea

(Source:  TUSLA Inspections (Based on AM) and TUSLA Listingufe 202% Provided By
"Al xAU #EOU #1 OTAEI h 4ET OT®IT /86#T1T1T1T0 417>

Figure 4.7 overleaf provides the spatial location of each childcare facilities considered in the study.
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4.2.1 Evaluation

As stated previouslyin Section 2.0, the Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities
(2001)recommend that a creche or childcare facility with capacity for 20 No. children should
generally be provided for every 75 No. dwellings within new residential developments. However,
both the Guidelines and Galway City Council further advise that regardidio® had to existing
childcare provision when considering the delivery of new facilities as part of residential
development in order to avoid overprovision.

TheDesign Standards for Apartmegt&uidelines for Planning Authoritesgment these, stating
that studio and ibed units (and some-Bed units) can be consideréd not generate a childcare
requirement. Omitting the ibed units fromthe 356 No. total proposed units, results in 184 No.
units that may require childcare provisiofpplying the 20:75 ratio, results in a need for 49 No.
childcare places.

The Guidelines also allow ftite demographic composition an@ensus daa of the Study Aredo
be used tquidethe possible childcare requirement. For this, we first assume th86&INo. units
can accommodate childrerin order to calculate the number ofz6-yearold residents in the
proposed development, the study utilises 3 No. key number of indicators:

1. The proposed unit mix of the development;
2. Persons per unit proposed (this is calculated by using the average household size within
the Study Area, established as 2.38 No. persons petdusing the Census 2022); and
3. 001 BT OOETT 1T &£ OEA 3 00A 6 yedsfagedcthortidetordined OET 1
as 3.79% using Census 2022 data).
Analysisof thesefactorsallowsfor adeterminationof the total numberof 0z6-year-old residents

in the proposeddevelopment. Ashighlightedin Table4.12, it is estimatedthat 33No. children
aged0z6 years mayresidein the proposeddevelopment (rounded fron32.1.

Description No. Value Method
Units in Proposed Development a 356 a
Average Household Size b 2.38 b
Potential Residents (Number) c 848 a*b=c
0z6 Years (% of Total Population) d 3.79% d
Potential 0z6 Years (Number) e \ 32.1 d*c=e

Table4.12: Estimation of Children Aged0z6 Years in the Proposed Development
(Source: AET OTOIT /8#1 1117202941 x1 01 AT T ET CH

In 2023, the Central Statistics Office, as part of the latest Census release, provided a detailed
statistical modulé* on the rates of takeup for childcare at a national and city/county level for
2022.This analysis highlighted that almost o#kird (331,783) of children under the age of 15 in
the State were in some form of formal childcare. Tidakeaseis relevantfor this Assessmengsit
indicatesthe extentto whichchildcarefacilitiesareutilisedby the generalpopulation.Anadaption

of a tablefound within this module (Table 43 shows the range of methods parents use for the
purposes of childcare for their pigchool attending children in the State and @ity level.

13CSO statistics record a total of 14,762 No. residents in 6,213 No. households within the catchment in 2022.
14CSO Census of Population, 2022tps://www.cso.ie/en/releasesandpublications/ep/p
cpp3/censusofpopulation2022profilddouseholdsfamiliesandchildcare/childcargpecific code @
https://data.cso.ie/table/FY014
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Type of Parent/ Unpaid Paid Relative/  Childminder/  Childcare
Childcare Partner  Relative/Friend Friend Au-Pair/Nanny  Facility

Galway City 27%

Other

State 55% 10% 2% 10% 22%

Table 4.13: Type of ChildcareUtilised By Parentsof Pre-School Children

(Source: CSO, 2023

The Study indicates that theastmajority of pre-schoolchildrenacross Ireland arearedfor by

their parentsor partners otheir parents while22%of pre-schookhildrenattend achildcarefacility
nationally,and2®bin Galway City. This module from the CSO is not an approximation or a random
sample survey, but a direct representation of the population in 2022. Since the previous analysis
carried out in 2016, the level pfe-schoolchildrenattending achildcarefacility has not materially
increased (increased in raw numbers, decreased in proporfiable 4.1%4ppliesOE A  #B84 6 O
figure to the estimatednumber of residentsaged 0z6 years oléPin the proposed development,

as determined under the quantitative demographicanalysisabove. The results indicate a
potential need for approximately 9 No. childcare places to be available to support the
additional local need (value rounded fronB.7).

Description Ref. Value Method
Units in Proposed Development a 356 A
0z6 Years (Number) b 32.1 B
026 Years Total at 27% c | 8.7 b*27% = ¢

Table 4.4: Number of Pre-School Children Requiring Acces® Childcare Facilities
(Source: AET OT O1TT /6#1 1117202941 x1 01 AT 1TETCh

The subject development comprises@HNo. units of whichfor this study all aressumedio be

able accommodatea children (1-bedroom units are includedfor this study as they reflect the
existing housing stock and census findifng&he potential childcare uptake of the proposal is likely

to be 9 No. places, and the local childcare network will have an indicative maximum capacity of
296 No. spaces based on existing provision withi® Bm. Demographic cohort demand in the
catchment area is persistently extremely low4fs) when compared tdsalwayand National
averages, equally the existing childcare per capita capacity is high (with existing capacity for
45.6% of all children aged-6 years old).

Despite thifavourableper capitgrovision, consultation with childcare facilities in the catchment
area indicated no notable spare capacity for new enrolments akiog 2025n the majority of
facilities. Moreover, certain childcare facilities have waitlists indicating a pent up demand for
childcare that is not currently being met by existing services in the area. It should be noted that
given the location of the catchment its highly likely that a portion of demand is coming from those
living outside the catchment but commute to the gitentre to worklt was also identified in the
audit that 4 No. childcare facilities, identified within the catchment area, have closed in recent
years.

Taken together, the analysis of existing capacity indicates a demand for additional childcare
places. Given the childcare demand generated by the proposed development, its unit

15This analysis adopts the rate of formal childcare utilisation for children ag&dy®ars old for Galway City. While a -
like analysis of those aged;6 would be ideal, the CSO only provides outputs for specific cohorts (specifically 3@, 58,
9z14, and under age 15 cohorts). In order to capture the key demographic of formal childcaneptédethose children aged
526, the percentage rate of takep for all children agedz® was selected and applied to the study.
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typology, alongside the shifting age and demand profile, it is considered that an additional
childcare facility would be afavourable addition to the area. While demand from the
proposed scheme could potentially beabsorbed by the existing and planned facilities
network, it is judged that given the location of the site and higher than average demand
from non-origin households, that an additional purpose-built, modern childcare facility
would offer community benefitsto the local area and future populations.

4.2.2 Justification for Proposed Creche

Notwithstanding the demographic insights, the requirectade of childcare provision was
estimated using the methodology outlined within tielanning Guidelines for Childcare Facilities
(2001) and Standards for Apartmentg Guidelines for Planning Authoriti€2025) which
recommend the delivery of one chilchre facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20 child places) for
every 75 dwelling units. Using this standard, an estimate of providimgroximately 49 No.
childcare placesvould be required for th&84 No. 2bed or larger units\We note that this figure

of approximately49 No. childcare places was significantly above the projected demand from the
proposed developmentapproximately9 No. childcare placgs

Schedule 7 of the&hildcare Regulations (2060 OA AT EOEAO OEA 1 EME( O C
requirements for childcare facilities based on the age grofip.shown in Table 45lbelow,

assuming an even split across thebeyears age cohorts, there would be a requirement 188.5

sq m of clear floor space to cater for the 49 No. childcare places.

Clear Floor Space . 7 Min. Clear Floor Space
e Per Chid (sqm) _ CdcarePlaceS’  geqiiredsqm)

0 3.5 7.0 24.5
1 3.5 7.0 24.5
2 2.8 7.0 19.6
3 2.35 7.0 16.5
4 2.3 7.0 16.1
5 2.3 7.0 16.1
6 2.6 7.0 16.1
Total 49.1 133.5
Table 4.15: Clear Floor Spaces Required for the Childcare Requirement Generated by
the Proposed Development
(Source: AETOTOTT /6#1 T 11202541 xT 01 ATTETC

(T xAOAOh OEEO AOAA EO A A£E£AAOmBhadsddanddopdraliodal OA A O A
spaces. From experience, combining both the former and latter results in a gross floor area
requirement of approximately 5 sq m per chilthe proposed childcare facility has been designed

with a gross floor area of 255.1 sq m. On the basis of 5 sq m gross flopeacdsald we estimate

that this will have capacity foapproximately51 No. children; in excess of the requirement
generated by the development ancharkedly in excess of the demand estimation, discussed

above.

Based on the size of the proposed childcare facility, which has been designedcnbistent

16per the Regulations, excludes storage, furniture, permanent fixturesSaAdOAAO AT AEi 1 AOU €choolOEA D OT &
O A O Qig . Aifkriens, staff rooms, etciven its adoption after the Guidelines, we are of the opinion that the clear floor area
requirements in the Regulations supersede those the Guidelines.

TThere are 7 No. separate age groupsl&tof the 49 No. places assigned to each age group.
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with the requirements ofS.l. No. 632/2016 Child Care Act 1991 (Early Years Services)
(Amendment) Regulations 2Q1igere is ample space to cater for the needs of the established and
growingcommunity in the wider catchment area.

4.2.3 Conclusion

This Section provides an estimation of the potential number ftdyear-old children that may
reside in the proposed development and may require a space in a childcare facility. Over the past
6 No. years (between 2012022), the population of the Study Area increasedlby®o to17,121

No. persons. Tie proportion of tie population aged betweengb-years old was estimated to be
just 3.79% or 649 No. childreftheStudy uses this proportion to estimate the number of®
yearolds that could potentially reside in ¢ proposed developmentUsing the average
householdsize (2.38No. persons per householdind the percentageof 0z6-yearolds (3.7%6)

in the Study Area, a calculation wasnadeto estimate thatthe proposeddevelopmentcould
generate 33 No. 0z6-year-old children.Notably, while the population of the catchment area
increased by2,288No. persons between 2016 and 2022, the number of children aged between
0- and 6yearsonly increased by ONo children

Further analysis released by the CSO, based on Census 2022, indicaté&thaf pre-school
children inGalway Cityattend a childcare facility. This would mean that from the potenfiall
No. (z6-year-oldsresiding at the proposed developmendnly9 No. children would attend a
childcare facility. Based on existing population agee@years old there is comparativetgalthy
per capitgprovision of childcare places availabl68 No. places) per child aged®years old
(649 No. children). This rate &f5.6%is significantly above the aforementioned household take
up rate of 2% inGalway as a whole

Taking both the requirements generated using the 20:75 childcare requirement ratio and the
AAi T COAPEEA AAI AT A AOOGAOOI AT Oh EO EO AOGEAAT O
children is ample to medboth possible outcomes, whilst also retaining additional capacity to

cater for the community.
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4.3  Social, Community and CultureFacilities
Access to quality community services and facilities can have a significant bearing on the quality of
life and health and webeing of a community, by encouraging social interaction, promoting
learning and providing support services for those living, wagkand visiting an area. An urban
neighbourhood should be big enough to support a range of services and small enough to foster a
sense of belonging and community; it should be sufficiently dense to enable all of its essential
facilities to be within easy alking distance of the urban centrén addition to community
facilities, the significance of arts and culture in the sustainable development of new communities
is widely acknowledged. They play a vital role in defining and preserving identity, fostering social
engagement, and providing vadble educational and economic benefits.
The baseline study undertaken identifi@® No. community, cultureandsocial facilities in the.%
km Study Area, includin@ No. community centresandyouth centres,3No. centres for further
education, ad alibrary. In addition to the community and social assets, 27 No. cultural facilities
were identified in the audivithin a 1.5m radius of the subject site.
\[o} Name of Asset Facility Type
1 Galway City Fire Station Social, Community and Culture Facilities
2 An Post Social, Community and Culture Facilities
3 Fr Griffin Road Post Office Social, Community and Culture Facilities
4 Galway City Council Social, Community and Culture Facilities
5 Galway City Library Social, Community and Culture Facilities
6 GRETB FET Centr@uam Road Social, Community and Culture Facilities
7 Galway Courthouse Social, Community and Culture Facilities
8 Claddagh Hall Social, Community and Culture Facilities
9 Galway Technical Institute Social, Community and Culture Facilities
10 PTSB Social, Community and Culture Facilities
11 Bohermore Community Centre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
12 Galway City Partnership Social, Community and Culture Facilities
13 University of Galway Social, Community and Culture Facilities
14 Bank of Ireland Eyre Square Social, Community and Culture Facilities
15 Bank of Ireland Social, Community and Culture Facilities
16 PTSB Eyre Square Social, Community and Culture Facilities
17 Claddagh Credit Union Social, Community and Culture Facilities
18 St. Columbas Credit Union Social, Community and Culture Facilities
19 St Jarlaths Credit Union Social, Community and Culture Facilities
20 Galway City Council Recycling Centre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
21 Mill Street Garda Station Social, Community and Culture Facilities
22 Brothers of Charity Social, Community and Culture Facilities
23 Spanish Arch Social, Community and Culture Facilities
24 Raisin Dubh Social, Community and Culture Facilities
25 Lynch's Castle Social, Community and Culture Facilities
26 Town Hall Theatre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
27 126 Artistrun Gallery Social, Community and Culture Facilities
28 Galway City Museum Social, Community and Culture Facilities
29 Black Box Theatre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
30 Nuns Island Theatre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
31 The Shed Galway Social, Community and Culture Facilities
32 Galway Bay Boat Tours Social, Community and Culture Facilities
33 Galway Christmas Market Social, Community and Culture Facilities
34 Galmont Conference Centre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
35 Eye Cinema Galway Social, Community and Culture Facilities
36 Galway Docks Social, Community and Culture Facilities
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No. Name of Asset Facility Type

37 Magdalen Laundry Women's Cemetery Social, Community and Culture Facilities
38 Galway International Oyster Festival Ltd Social, Community and Culture Facilities
39 The Latin Quarter Social, Community and Culture Facilities
40 Palas Social, Community and Culture Facilities
41 Lynch Memorial Window Social, Community and Culture Facilities
42 The Browne Doorway Social, Community and Culture Facilities
43 Galway Arts Centre Social, Community and Culture Facilities
44 Famine Ship Memorial Social, Community and Culture Facilities
45 IMC Cinema Galway Social, Community and Culture Facilities
46 James Mitchell Geology Museum Social, Community and Culture Facilities
47 Galway International Arts Festival Gallery Social, Community and Culture Facilities
48 Outset Gallery Social, Community and Culture Facilities
49 Grace Cunningham Fine Art Gallery Social, Community and Culture Facilities

Table 4.16: Social, Community and Cultural Infrastructure withinan approximate 1.5
km Radius of the Subject Site
(Source: AET OT O1TT /6#1 1117202941 x1 01 AT1TETCh

Community Centres provide a range of universal and targeted services and development
opportunities that address the needs of families and residents in communitiEseover, the
changing cultural profile of Ireland ar@alwayCity means that Local Authorities may need to
facilitate the development of additional places to accommodatéroaderdiversity of ethnic
backgrounds.

In addition to key community facilities, sustainable communities require a range of ancillary
facilities and services such as state or local authority provided services e.g. credit unions, libraries,
retail centres, emergency facilities, post offices arehgral community facilities. The catchment

area has a post office, recycling centre, barsksl credit unionsGalway CityPublic Library
provides a key asset to the local community including a quiet room with assistive technology and
smartboard, photocopying and printing services and is wheelchair accessible. A local Fire Station
and Garda Station were identified in the Studirea. Both of these facilities would provide
necessary emergency provisions as needed and are sulfficient to support the needs of current and
future residents.

The catchment area has a vibrant local community with a wide range of clubs and societies many
of whom come together to celebrate in festivals during the yeaalwayCity boasts a robust
network of artists, performers, and musicians who actively promote cultural activities. Supported
and facilitated by Local Authorities, access to quality health services and facilities is a key element
to creating sustainable neighbobioods.Some 27 Nocultural assets were identified within the
catchmentarea as part offte audit

The catchment area offers a number of community spaces catering for local populations and also
acts as attractions to those from outside the locality to explore it as an amenity. Although a range
of community assets were identified as part of tAisdit, there is need to emphasise the ongoing
and continued demand for new and improved community infrastructure in the area.
Participation in community activities contributes to social cohesion, reduces isolation and
enriches the lives of residents. As Bucomnunity infrastructure is a key social asset, ahglits

such as this provide visibility on current assets, as well as potential gaps for the local area.

All facilities identified in the audit have been mappedHgures 4.8 and 4.9 overleaf.
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4.4  Healthcareand EmergencyServices
Supported and facilitated by Local Authorities, access to quality health services and facilities is a
key element to creating sustainable neighbourhoods. A total3@fNo. health services and
facilities, comprisingl No. hospital,6 No. General Practitioners and Health CentrésNo.
Physical Therapy Clinic8No. Pharmacies, an@No. Dental Car@racticesand a Nursing Home
were identified within and bordering the Study Area during the baseline survey.
\[o} Name of Asset Facility Type
1 The Crescent Medical Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
2 The Claddagh Medical Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
3 Moughan's Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
4 University Hospital Galway Healthcare and Emergency Services
5 Corrib Medical Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
6 Gary Burke Podiatry and Chiropody Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
7 Galway City Medical Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
8 Gate Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
9 EvidenceBased Therapy Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
10 Quay Dental Healthcare and Emergency Services
11 Crescent ENT & Audiology Healthcare and Emergency Services
12 Boots Healthcare and Emergency Services
13 Leo Walsh Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
14 Flanagan's totalhealth Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
15 Whelan's CarePlus Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
16 Boots Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
17 University Late Night Pharmacy Healthcare and Emergency Services
18 Galway Eye Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
Specsavers Opticians & Audiologist&alway-
19 Headford Road Healthcare and Emergency Services
Helen Walsh Opticiansindependent opticians,
20 Galway Healthcare and Emergency Services
21 Kelly Eyecare Healthcare and Emergency Services
Specsavers Opticians & Audiologist&alway- Eyre
22 Square Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
23 Optilase Galway Laser Eye Surgery Healthcare and Emergency Services
24 Westend Dental Healthcare and Emergency Services
25 Niall Cronin Dental Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
26 Cross Street Dental Healthcare and Emergency Services
27 Eyre Square Dental Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
28 Forster Court Dental Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
29 Maple Motion Chartered Physiotherapy. Healthcare and Emergency Services
30 KT Physical Therapy Healthcare and Emergency Services
31 Sportsmed West Healthcare and Emergency Services
32 Flood Street Physiotherapy Healthcare and Emergency Services
33 Galway Bayedical Centre an@®hysio Healthcare and Emergency Services
34 Doctors Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services
35 Walsh's Pharmacy, Corrib Centre Healthcare and Emergency Services
36 St Mary's Nursing Home Healthcare and Emergency Services
37 Darren Macfarlane Pain & Injury Clinic Healthcare and Emergency Services

Table 4.17:

(Source:

Site

4ET O OT1

/ 8#1 110200940 x1

Health Infrastructure within approximately 1.5 km Radius of the Subject
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A concentration of health facilities and infrastructure is located close to the centre ofithe
much of which is within walkinglistanceto the subject site. These centres provide for an
extensive range of services, including general medical, surgery and physiotherapy seffagices.
specific specialist services, individuals may be willing to travel further. The proposed development
is located in close proximity tdniversity Hospital Galwa$; and is close to the national motorway
network and public transport provision either by bus or by. fHilis provides access to national
public hospitals, private hospitals, highch hospitals, accident and emergency services,
psychiatric hospitals, rehabilitation centres, orthopaedic hospitals and hospices.

As the demographic profile of the Study Area continues to change, it will be critical to ensure that
the provision of health services and facilities takes into consideration not only the needs of the
existing population but future demand for such servieesl facilities As illustrated above, a range

of health services and facilities are available within the Study Area. Irrespective of demographic
change, the population increase that would occur as a result of the proposed development is
unlikely to place ay undue stress on the extensive range of health services and facilities available
within and bordering the Study Area.

University Hospital Galway is a Model 4 hospital providing 24/7 acute surgery, acute medicine, and critical

care
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